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SUMMARY 

The NASA Advisory Council Task Force on the Shuttle-Mir Rendezvous and Docking 
Missions met on May 5, 1997, from 2:00 p.m. to 4: 15 p.m. in 7W31 at NASA 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Attachment A contains the agenda. Attachment B 
lists the Task Force members, NASA employees and members of the public in 
attendance. Attachment C lists the presentation materials on file. 

Introductory Remarks 

Lt. General Thomas P. Stafford, USAF (Ret.), Chairman of the Task Force, opened the 
meeting by welcoming the Task Force members meeting at NASA Headquarters and 
those participating via teleconference. He expressed his gratitude for the great strides the 
Task Force has made in the past month and thanked the team members who traveled to 
Russia for the great work they did there. 

Status of STS-84 Preparations 

The first presentation was by Bob Hinson, Deputy Chief Avionics Systems Division, and 
assigned temporarily to Headquarters from NASA's Johnson Space Center in Houston, 
Texas. STS-84 is currently set to launch on May 15th for a ten-day mission. He 
elaborated on several recent Shuttle anomalies that are being studied. The cause of the 
abnormal performance of fuel cell 2 which caused STS-83 to return early is still being 
evaluated. The suspected N2 leak in the nose landing gear was determined to be the result 
of human error. The strut, depressurized and repressurized after each mission, was not 
repressurized. General Stafford asked why the strut is depressurized and repressurized 
after each mission, citing the fact that airplanes do not do that. Mr. Hinson stated that 
depress/repress is the normal procedure to check for leakage. Mr. Hinson also explained 
that elongated holes were detected on the orbiter where the debris canister attaches to the 
External Tank (ET) fittings. A one-flight repair has been designed and implemented to 
reduce this stress and the orbiter is deemed ready for flight. 

Status of Mir 23 Mission 

Marcie Swilley. Engineering ivfanager for the Space Station Headquarters Office, 
continued the pre!entations with the status of the Mir 23 mission. She reiterated that the 
Phase 1 Program objectives are to 1) learn to work with the Russians, merging 
engineering and operational approaches while developing a mutual understanding of 
design philosophies 2) reduce risk on ISS by building on Russian experience and 














