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SUMMARY 

The NASA Advisory Council Task Force on the Shuttle-Mir Rendezvous and Docking Missions met 
on September 4, I 996, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Room 7H46 at NASA Headquarters. 
Attachment A contains the agenda. Attachment B lists the Task Force members, NASA employees, 
and members of the public in attendance. Attachment C contains the Task Force's issues for future 
consideration. The presentation material is on file. 

Introductory Remarks 

Lieutenant General Tom Stafford, USAF (Ret.), opened the session by thanking the Task Force 
members for their contributions to The First Joint Report of the Stafford Task Force and the Utkin 
Advisory Expert Council (AEC). He reviewed the topics to be addressed during the meeting. 

Schedule Slip Impacts 

Colonel Charles J. Precourt (USAF) opened his comments by stating that he was tasked by Frank 
Culbertson to lead a review team to assess the impact of the STS-79 launch delay. Colonel Precourt 
said that there had been little or no impact on medical operations, science, training, systems 
integration and science interface with the CNES/Euro-Mir mission. Colonel Precourt was able to talk 
directly with Mission Specialist Shannon Lucid to ensure her comfort with the extended stay aboard 
Mir and also to deternune what additional supplies she would need. The additional supplies were sent 
up via Progress-232 on August I, 1996, which included reading material, food supplies, etc. 

Additionally, Colonel Precourt explained that the delay was sufficient enough to rework the thermal, 
water production and transfer analyses. He added that in some instances the slip was actually 
beneficial, as it left more time to complete various science operations, allowed Dr. Lucid to prepare 
her equipment to bring home, enabled STS-79 Mission Specialist John Blaha more preparation time 
with the crew of STS-79, and helped with the crews' sleep synchronization. 

Colonel Precourt informed the Task Force that STS-81 and STS-84 will launch approximately two 
weeks later than scheduled. STS-89's lau·nch is yet t'o be determined. 

At the conclusion of Colonel Precourt' s remarks, Major General Joe Engle, USAF (Ret.) praised 
Colonel Precourt and the team's efforts on the assessment of the Solid Rocket Booster (SRB) 
problem, _and pointed out that Colonel Precourt was able to keep everyone focused as they reached 
the methodical conclusion that there were no real issues which would impact the mission or warrant 
bringing down Dr. Lucid early. 

General Stafford asked if Colonel Precourt had an update on the hurricane's current impact on the 
STS-79 launch. Colonel Precourt said that the earliest launch date is still September 16. General 
Stafford mentioned the potential conflict with the Air Force, but Precourt said that the conflict had 
been resolved. 

Major General Ralph Jacobson, USAF (Ret. ), asked if there was a limit on how much schedule delay 
the system would tolerate -- either human or mechanical. Colonel Precourt replied that there do not 
seem to be any physical consequences for Dr. Lucid. Mr. Gib Kirkham, Executive Secretary of the 
Task Force, asked Dr. Amauld Nicogossian to elaborate on Dr. Lucid's health. 


















