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The NASA Advisory Council (NAC) Task Force on the Shuttle-Mir Rendezvous and Docking 
Missions met on March 12, 1996, from 2:30 to 3: 10 p.m. in Room 5H46A at NASA 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Attachment A contains the agenda. Attachment B lists the 
Task Force members, NASA employees and members of the public in attendance. 

Introductory Remarks 

Lt. General Thomas P. Stafford, USAF (Ret.), Chairman of the Task Force, welcomed the Task 
Force members attending the meeting at NASA Headquarters and those participating via 
teleconference. Discussions focused on the STS-76 docking mission. The purpose of this 
meeting was to prepare a brief mission readiness assessment for General Stafford to submit to 
NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin and to generate recommendations for consideration by the 
NAC. 

Hardware Delivery Delays 

Due to the delayed launch of the Russian Priroda module, astronaut Shannon Lucid will not 
receive experiment hardware until April. General Stafford requested that this be highlighted in the 
letter to Administrator Goldin. 

Mir-Priroda Docking 

Dr. Michael Greenfield asked ifthere were any risks to Dr. Lucid associated with the Mir-Priroda 
docking, especially given the mass of the Priroda. General Stafford stated that procedures call for 
the cosmonauts to be in their suits during docking, however, Dr. John Fabian said that the 
cosmonauts do not always follow this procedure. 

General Stafford pointed out that there are several bulk heads between Mir and "the docking ports. 
Dr. Greenfield asked whether the risk factor for the Priroda-Mir docking has changed the safety 
procedures for the cosmonauts that calls for them to be in their suits. Mr. Gilbert Kirkham was 
asked to discuss this issue with the program office. 

Training 

Major General Joe Engle, USAF (Ret.) stated that there is a continuing problem with delivery of 
translated experiment Flight Data Files (FDF). General Stafford requested that this issue also be 
highlighted in the Administrator's letter. Dr. Craig Fischer said that the execution of the 
experiments could be improved if dual languages were used in the FDF (for example, orie side 
printed in Russian, the opposite side printed in English). 












