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SillvfMARY 

The NASA Advisory Council Task Force on the Shuttle-Mir Rendezvous and Docking 
Missions met on February 19, 1995 from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm in Room 9H40 at NASA 
Headquarters in W �hington, DC. Attachment A contains the agenda. Attachment B lists the 
Task Force members, NASA employees, and members of the public in attendance. No formal 
presentations were made at the meeting. 

MINUTES 

Introductory Remarks 
Gen. Stafford opened the session by thanking those Task Force members and technical 
advisors who had returned from Russia the previous day for their work in preparation for the 
trip and during it. Gen. Stafford then stated that the first topic for discussion would be an 
assessment of safety of flight for the Phase IA missions (Soyuz TM-21, Mir 18 Main 
Expedition, and STS-71) by each of those members and advisors who had been in Russia. 
The second area of discussion would be any additional findings stemming from the review of 
preparations in Russia for· Phase 1 A. 

Individual Assessments 
Dr. Fabian stated that no safety of flight issues exist. Based on the just completed trip as 
well as his prior experience with the Russian space flight organizations, he felt confident the 
necessary policies and practices are in place. 

Drs. Merrell and Fischer stated that no safety of flight issues exist. They discussed the role 
of the Institute for Biomedical Problems (IBMP) in Russia which is responsible for crew 
health. IB:MP has a long and positive relationship with NASA which is evidenced in the 
Phase I joint working groups. They went on to point out that the training of the two Phase 
IA astronauts, Drs. Norman Thagard and Bonnie Dunbar, is complete. The number of Phase 
IA experiments has been reduced, but the necessary hardware is now ready for flight. The 
Phase lA cosmonauts will be cooperating in the experiments. The U.S. medical kits have 
been delivered to the Mir Station via the Progress mission witnessed by the Task Force 
members in Russia (launch and automated docking). At the Baikonur launch site, the U.S. 
crewmember will be the responsibility of the Russian health care system. Neither Dr. Merrell 
nor Dr. Fischer envisioned a problem with this arrangement, but they did have several specific 
recommendations regarding emergency procedures which were to be discussed in the second 
portion of the meeting. 










