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SUMMARY 

The NASA Advisory Council Task Force on the Shuttle-Mir Rendezvous and Docking 
Missions met on October 11 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on October 12 from 7:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. in Room 966 of Building 1 at the Johnson Space Center (JSC). Attachment A 
contains the agenda. Attachment B lists the Task Force members, NASA employees, and 
members of the public in attendance. Attachment C lists the presentation material on file. 

MINUTES 

October 11, 1994 

Introductory Remarks 
Gen. Stafford opened the session by thanking each of the Task Force members for returning 
to JSC for the third meeting of the Task Force. He reviewed the schedule and stressed the 
importance of holding to it. 

Status of the Orbiter Dockini System <ODS} 
Mr. McClung provided an overview of the current ODS program. He began by first 
discussing the STS-71 hardware: 

• OV-104 (Atlantis) airlock and mechanism: ODS base has been mated to the airlock.
The integrated checkout started on October 7. All functions will be verified using a
passive docking �stem.

• Qualification testing anomalies have been resolved as follows:
- -50 degree Centigrade anomaly: Mission profile constraints have been established to

prevent similar conditions.
- Cable failure: Roller single bearing design has been changed and tested.
- Ball screw housing deformation: This problem resulted from ground handling.

Flight unit has been carefully examined and no deformation noted.
- Loud noise (bang) heard during processing of flight unit at Rockwell Aerospace:

Flight hardware inspected and tested� noise source remains undetermined but other
sources exist external to flight unit.

• Modifications to support a contingency EV A demate operation have been incorporated:
- Captive hardware installed
- Double height bolts are on order; they will be installed at KSC
- Weightless Environment Training Facility (WETF) tests planned for November to

validate EV A tools
































