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SUMMARY 

The NASA Advisory Council Task Force on the Shuttle-Mir Rendezvous and Docking 
Missions met on July 13 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Room 966 of Building 1 at the 
Johnson Space Center (JSC). Attachment A contains the agenda. Attachment B lists the 
Task Force members, NASA employees, and members of the public in attendance. 
Attachment C lists the presentation material on file. 

MINUTES 

Introductory Remarks 
Gen. Stafford opened the session by thanking each of the Task Force members for returning 
to JSC for the second meeting of the Task Force. He also thanked them for their efforts in 
the individual working groups. He reviewed agenda and closed by reminding the team leads 
that each should do his best to keep within the schedule. 

Crew Systems. TraininE, and Operations Working Group 
Gen. Engle reviewed the specific actions which had been assigned to the working group and 
the working group's findings and recommendations associated with each. The first dealt with 
the evaluation of the rendezvous and docking training tools including the Shuttle Engineering 
Simulator, the docking tunnel mock-up, and the Payload and General Support Computer 
(PGSC) laptop displays. The group found the SES to be an excellent training tool and 
simulator, but did note that the Orbiter/Mir plume model used in the SES is only as good as 
the estimates used in creating the model. The docking tunnel is adequate for initial concept 
and transfer evaluations; however, it will require additional fidelity for crew training. The 
PGSC displays require a minimum of two crew, possibly 3 if sensor input has to be entered 
manually. The working group's recommendation, which was accepted by the Task Force, was 
as follows: The verified Shuttle Plume Impingement Flight Experiement (SPIFEX) data from 
STS-64 must be made available per the existing schedule ('.!/15/95) and the SES updated as 
soon as the verified data is available. 

The second action involved evaluation of the plan for transitioning the Tools for Remkzvnus 
and Ducking (TRAD) system from Development Test Objective (OTO) to operational status. 
The w1)rking group found the transition plan to be well conceived and !:.lid out. The working 
grnup's reCl)mmendations, which were accepted by the Task Force were as follows: 






























