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Glenn Research Center was established in 1941 as one of three National Advisory

Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) research laboratories. The NACA was originally
formed by Congress in 1915 as committee to coordinate U.S. aeronautical research,

soon established its own test facility, the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory.

In the late 1930s, the NACA decided to expand its capabilities by adding two new
laboratories--the Ames Aeronautical Laboratory and the Aircraft Engine Research
Laboratory (today, NASA Glenn). The latter, located in Cleveland, Ohio, was unique
in its focus on aircraft propulsion. On January 23, 1941, ground was broken for
the engine laboratory on a 200-acre semicircular lot adjacent to the Cleveland

Municipal Airport.

The original campus contained six primary structures—the Flight Operations Building,
Engine Research Building, Fuels and Luabrication Building, Administration Building,

Engine Propeller Research Building, Altitude Wind Tunnel, and the Icing Research
Tunnel. During World War Il the center improved the performance of the large piston NASA G I e n n Researc h Ce nter

engines that powered military aircraft and early jet engines.
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After the war, the center focused on jet propulsion and high-speed flight. New, H IStO rI C B u I Id I n g S
more powerful facilities, such as the Propulsion Systems Laboratory, 8-by 6-Foot
Supersonic Wind Tunnel, and the 10-by 10-Foot Supersonic Wind Tunnel were added Of th e NACA:

inthe 1950s. In 1958, the NACA disbanded, and its three research laboratories were

incorporated into the new NASA space agency. A Se If_ G u i d ed TO u r / . ;
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