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NASA's Technology Transfer Program 
Since it’s inception over 50 years ago, NASA's Technology Transfer Program 
ensures that innovations developed for exploration and discovery are broadly 
available to the public, maximizing the benefit to the Nation. 

Whether you're looking to start a new company, enhance an existing product, or create a new 
product line, you can gain a competitive edge in the marketplace by putting NASA technology 
to work for you. (reducing time to market, vetting proven tech, etc.,)

Why should a company license NASA technology? A NASA license also allows access to a 
technology for testing, and to implement it into a system, service, or product that could result in 
sales. The Ames Technology Transfer Office cares about success of commercial businesses, 
and the negotiation of terms is done on a case-by-case basis.
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Success Stories       https://spinoff.nasa.gov/

Flock of Nanosatellites Provides a
Daily Picture of Earth

Mineral Analyzer Shakes Answers 
Out of Soil and Rocks

https://spinoff.nasa.gov/
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Patent 
Portfolio

Search for a 
technology in the 
search bar using 
descriptive 
keywords, or simply 
click on the NASA 
Patent Portfolio.
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Patent 
Portfolio…

Browse 15 category areas 
of licensable technologies.
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TOP 
Number

Title TOP Category Website

TOP2-162 Transformable Hypersonic Aerodynamic Decelerator Aeronautics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-162
TOP2-165 Nanosatellite Launch Adapter System Aeronautics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-165
TOP2-274 Affordable Vehicle Avionics (AVA) Aeronautics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-274
TOP2-253 Heterogeneous Spacecraft Networks Communications https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-253
TOP2-248 Space Optical Communications Using Laser Beams Communications https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-248
TOP2-287 Fine-pointing Optical Communication System Using Laser 

Arrays
Communications https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-287

TOP2-167 Woven Thermal Protection System Manufacturing https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-167
TOP2-262 Multispectral Imaging, Detection, and Active Reflectance 

(MiDAR)
Optics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-262

TOP2-284 Fluid Lensing System for Imaging Underwater Environments Optics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-284
TOP2-213 Monitoring and Control of Each Nanosatellite within a Cluster 

of Nanosatellites
Robotics, Automation and 

Control
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-213

TOP2-265 Low Cost Star Tracker Software Robotics, Automation and 
Control

https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-265

TOP2-267 Cost Optimized Test of Spacecraft Avionics and 
Technologies(COTSAT) Modular Spacecraft Software 

Architecture

Robotics, Automation and 
Control

https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-267

https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-162
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-165
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-274
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-253
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-248
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-287
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-167
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-262
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-284
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-213
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-265
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-267
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Let’s explore the 
Aeronautics/Aerospace 
category

Patent 
Portfolio…

Browse 15 category areas 
of licensable technologies.
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Patent 
Portfolio…
Searching 
technologies

As you can see, there will be 
many results in the categories 
you chose. We’ll click on one 
technology to show the 
content. 
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Have questions about the technology? 
Click the link to contact us.

Patent Portfolio…searching technologies



Bringing NASA Technology Down to Earth 112020 technology.nasa.gov

To download a printable fact sheet, click on 
downloadable PDF.

Patent Portfolio…searching technologies
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Patent number hyperlinks to USPTO site.

Patent Portfolio…searching technologies
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Patent Portfolio…searching technologies

It’s important to review patent 
information and all claims to be 
sure the technology meet your 
needs. 
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Click “Apply Now To License This Technology!” 

Applying for a License

https://technology.nasa.gov/license

* Your company must be legally formed in order to apply for a 
license

https://technology.nasa.gov/license
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Applying for a License…application process
Create a Guest Account, if you do not have one yet.

*Your name will appear here*

Once your account is created, the 
license application page should 
open. The first step is selecting 
License Type.
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License Agreement Types
Evaluation 

NASA offers an "Evaluation License" option that will allow you short-term permission 
to explore the potential of a technology and learn if it will fit into your business 
development goals. An evaluation license is also required if you intend to enter into 
an agreement to have NASA conduct testing on the technology on your behalf. (no 
cost eval license is available if you’re using tech for SBIR)

Start Up 
By offering a license with no up-front costs for commercial use of our patented 
technologies, we're letting companies hold onto their cash while securing the 
intellectual property needed to carve out competitive market space. (Requires a full 
business plan…)

Commercial 
NASA offers a "Standard Commercial License" for companies to make and sell 
products using NASA's patented technologies. While NASA offers standard licensing 
templates, each can be negotiated on a case-by-case basis. (requires a full biz plan -
need to know that you understand the technology)

Applying for a License…application process
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Applying for a License…application process

Complete the rest of the application with 
as much detail as possible. Click 
“submit” on the last page and be sure to 
complete the Adobe e-signature 
process that follows. 

Once you have e-signed the PDF 
correctly your application is submitted, 
and you will receive a confirmation email 
that your application has been 
submitted.

The last few questions on the first section (below) of the application will determine your license type (Startup, Evaluation,
Commercial). Before you advance to the next section, check the bottom of the page to confirm that your 
intended license type is listed.
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NASA Software Catalog
Release Types
§ Government Purpose 
§ General Purpose

§ U.S. Only
§ U.S. and Foreign
§ Public

§ Open Source
https://code.nasa.gov/

*All, but Open Source require a Software Usage 
Agreement (SUA); apply for free, online.

FREE software available:
https://software.nasa.gov/

https://code.nasa.gov/
https://software.nasa.gov/
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TOP 
Number

Title TOP Category Website

TOP2-162 Transformable Hypersonic Aerodynamic Decelerator Aeronautics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-162
TOP2-165 Nanosatellite Launch Adapter System Aeronautics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-165
TOP2-274 Affordable Vehicle Avionics (AVA) Aeronautics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-274
TOP2-253 Heterogeneous Spacecraft Networks Communications https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-253
TOP2-248 Space Optical Communications Using Laser Beams Communications https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-248
TOP2-287 Fine-pointing Optical Communication System Using Laser 

Arrays
Communications https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-287

TOP2-167 Woven Thermal Protection System Manufacturing https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-167
TOP2-262 Multispectral Imaging, Detection, and Active Reflectance 

(MiDAR)
Optics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-262

TOP2-284 Fluid Lensing System for Imaging Underwater Environments Optics https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-284
TOP2-213 Monitoring and Control of Each Nanosatellite within a Cluster 

of Nanosatellites
Robotics, Automation and 

Control
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-213

TOP2-265 Low Cost Star Tracker Software Robotics, Automation and 
Control

https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-265

TOP2-267 Cost Optimized Test of Spacecraft Avionics and 
Technologies(COTSAT) Modular Spacecraft Software 
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Robotics, Automation and 
Control

https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-267

https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-162
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-165
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-274
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-253
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-248
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-287
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-167
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-262
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-284
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-213
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-265
https://technology.nasa.gov/patent/TOP2-267
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Resources
Technology Transfer Program Overview - https://technology.nasa.gov/

How to License Technology - https://technology.nasa.gov/license
NASA Patents - https://technology.nasa.gov/patents

Free Software - https://software.nasa.gov/
SBIR/STTR - https://sbir.nasa.gov/

Success Stories - https://spinoff.nasa.gov/
NASA Home and City - https://homeandcity.nasa.gov/

Jay Singh, Technology Portfolio Manager
jayinder.singh@nasa.gov

Kim Hines, Chief
kimberly.k.hines@nasa.gov

https://technology.nasa.gov/
https://technology.nasa.gov/license
https://technology.nasa.gov/patents
https://software.nasa.gov/
https://software.nasa.gov/
https://spinoff.nasa.gov/
https://homeandcity.nasa.gov/
mailto:Jayinder.singh@nasa.gov
mailto:kimberly.k.hines@nasa.gov
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What is left “undone” in your company that you might search 
NASA technology for a solution?


