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HST’s Dominance of Science News “Annual Discoveries” List
Reflects the Effectiveness of Regular Servicing by Astronauts and 

Collaborative Work with Science Community
Cumulative Contributions of the 10 Most Productive NASA Programs

HST
Voyager
Viking
Galileo
Apollo
STS
GRO
MGS
Chandra
Rockets/Balloons
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Hubble

• Servicing	by	the	Shuttle	re-invented	the	
telescope	at	each	visit.

The	complexity	of	what	the	crew	accomplished	
increased	with	each	mission.

HST	continues	to	make	remarkable	scientific	
discoveries	powered	by	new	instruments	
taking	advantage	of	current	technology.
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The	more	complex	a	system	is,	the	more	likely	it	is	
for	something	to	go	wrong

Design	for	servicing	from	the	start

Allow	for	new	technology

Make	servicing	tasks	robot-compatible

Make	servicing	safe,	but	be	flexible	on	human	rating

Control	and	document	configuration

Bottom	Line
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