Virtual Field Trip
Planning Guide

NASA Wallops Flight Facility Visitor Center

TO SCHEDULE A VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP .
1. Look over this Virtual Field Trip Planning Guide and ensure that Pro ram Ava“ab"lt:

your group is eligible.

2. (Click here to go to our calendar link to view available program
times. Complete and submit the program request form. Tuesdays and Wednesdays

3. After program details are confirmed, you will be sent a confirmation
within 2-3 business days and a Microsoft Teams meeting invitation/
calendar invite with your virtual field trip program link.

10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Eastern

September - April

4. Carefully review the confirmation emails, save the Microsoft Teams
meeting link, and prepare the hands-on activity materials (if
applicable). Reach out to the NASA Wallops Visitor Center for further
questions.

ELIGIBILITY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
e Virtual Field Trips are only available to non-profit organizations, RGURZLCEIRE RN TSN ele/C TRl
public or private schools, educational institutions, homeschool activities at the NASA Wallops Visitor

groups, and civic groups. Due to high demand, groups may not : :
book more than 3 virtual field trips per season (September - Center, are SUb/e‘?t to cancellation or
December/January - April) change at any time due to NASA

mission operations, exhibit

installations, and staff availability. Late
e Virtual Field Trips have a minimum of 15 school-age participants. . -

o While no maximum number of students is set, extremely SIS U CEY) O IRl Uil (Y (2R
large groups may have limited ability/opportunity to
interact with the Wallops Visitor Center educator leading
the live program and activity.

e Groups may not charge participants a fee to attend the program.

in the cancellation of your program.

e Program requests should be submitted at least 1 week in

advance, and can only be submitted up to 90 days in advance.
o In an effort to provide opportunities to as many students WALLOPS VISITOR CENTER
as possible with high program demand and limited staff CONTACT INFORMATION

availability:
» groups/schools may be limited by the number of 757'824'14_'0_4 - LBl G161 _
programs they can reserve each semester. wff-nasa-visitor-center@mail.nasa.gov

» smaller classes from the same school that are
requesting the same program topic may be asked
to combine classes [

WWW.hasa.gov



https://calendar.app.google/FQR2vQdE55BJU8Yh6
wff-nasa-visitor-center@mail.nasa.gov

Program Information

ACTIVITY MATERIALS

We have two virtual field trip programs to choose from. Virtual Field Trips are programs ranging from 30-45
minutes that include a presentation and a Q&A session. Hands-on programs include a hands-on activity that
is completed live with the Wallops Visitor Center educator. These programs will require that students or
teachers gather materials that are common in most households and classrooms ahead of time, before the
program begins. The list of materials will be shared with the group contact prior to the program date, attached
to the Microsoft Teams meeting invitation/calendar invite

VIRTUAL PLATFORM

The NASA Wallops Visitor Center hosts the virtual program through Microsoft Teams (no download required).
The group's contact will be sent a Microsoft Teams meeting invitation/calendar invite from the NASA Wallops
Visitor Center when their virtual field trip is confirmed. If you do not receive this link ahead of your program
start time, call the visitor center's front desk line: 757-824-1404, opt. 4

VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP OPTIONS

Option 1: Our Neighbor, The Moon: What is something up in the sky visible during the day and at night?
Something that may be dim or shine bright? What might have a different shape when we look at it on different
days? It's our neighbor, the moon! Join us on a short adventure about the moon and NASA'’s plans to go back
and visit.

Option 2: Moon to Mars: Why is NASA going back to the moon and what’s left to discover? How will going to
the moon help astronauts get to Mars? Why do we want to land astronauts on Mars? We’'ll answer these
questions and more as we explore from the Moon to Mars. Following the discussion, students can get an idea
of how large our solar system is as they create a pocket size scale model of the solar system.

Option 3: Spaceship Earth: Earth is our oasis in space, and the only place that can support life as we know
it. To better understand our complex, ever-changing planet, we'll explore how NASA monitors and collects
information about five interconnected Earth systems: hydrosphere, atmosphere, cryosphere, biosphere, and
geosphere. As travelers on "Spaceship Earth," you and your students will consider how
interactions between air, water, rock, and life change on our planet and its climate.
Are all systems go?

Option 4: Tour of the Solar System

Buckle up for an incredible journey through our solar system as we travel from the
blazing Sun to the icy outer planets, visiting eight amazing worlds along the way.
During our adventure, you'll explore Mars' red landscapes, marvel at Saturn's
magnificent rings, and discover what makes each planet unique. From rocky inner worlds to
massive gas giants, we'll uncover the mysteries and wonders of our cosmic neighborhood. Get
ready to see stunning imagery, learn fascinating facts, and gain a new appreciation for the
incredible diversity of worlds that surround us.



Program Information cont.

VIRTUAL HANDS-ON FIELD TRIP OPTIONS

Virtual Hands-on field trips are stand-alone programs conducted live by a Visitor Center informal educator and are
approximately 30 minutes in length, depending on the grade level of the students. Please have all materials prepped
before the activity begins. All virtual field trip programs are available to grades K-12.

Option 5: Pocket Solar System (30 Minutes)

How big is our Solar System, really? In this 30 minute virtual program, students will become cosmic architects
as they build a pocket-sized map of our entire Solar System using only paper, scissors, and tape! While we
think of our planets as being close neighbors, this hands-on activity reveals the mind boggling distances
between worlds. Students will gain a true appreciation for the vastness of the universe with this fun, visual,
and unforgettable activity, while learning about each planet along the way.

Option 6: Mission Explorers (30 Minutes)

In this virtual adventure, students step into the shoes of aerospace engineers and planetary scientist. The
mission begins with a spin of the cosmic wheel as the group will randomly draw a real, mysterious destination
in our solar system - from the scorching surface of Venus to the icy to the hidden oceans of Enceladus.
Armed with an interactive activity students will design and sketch a custom spacecraft capable of surviving its
harrowing mission. Dream it, design it, and prepare for liftoff!
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