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National Aeronautics and Space Administration N~, ',' 

Headquarters 	
..J 

Washington, DC 20546-0001 

February 5, 2014 

Reply to Attn of: Office of the Chief Health and Medical Officer 

TO:. 	 Associate Administrator for Human Exploration and Operations 

FROM: 	 Chief Health and Medical Officer 

SUBJECT: 	 Endorsement of the International Space Station (ISS) EVA Suit Water 
Intrusion High-Visibility Close Call Investigation Report - Case Number S­
2013-199-00005 

I have reviewed the Mishap Investigation Board (MIB) report of the International Space 
Station (ISS) EVA Suit Water Intrusion High-Visibility Close Call, and I endorse the report as 
written. I concur that the report has been prepared as directed by the appointment letter and 
meets all of the requirements specified in NPR 8621.1B, NASA Procedural Requirements for 
Mishap and Close Call Reporting, Investigating, and Recordkeeping. 

I concur with the findings and recommendations and make the following comments about the 
mishap investigation and the report: 

I commend the MIB for its thorough investigation, identification of undesired 
outcomes, root causes and proximate causes, and recommendations. I also commend 
both the MIB and the ISS program for immediate and extensive cooperation to enable 
subsequent operationally necessary EVA activity to be performed safely. I look 
forward to the eventual identification of the root cause of the hardware failure and 
resolution of all related issues. This cldse call re-emphasizes the hazards posed by 
previously unknown or unseen failures in space flight and the need for constant 
vigilance to thoroughly investigate all off nominal events in their earliest expression. 
Periodic recurrent training concerning the imperative nature of such vigilance should 
be considered. 

Please convey my thanks to the MIB for completing the investigation and generating the 
mishap investigation report. In keeping with NASA policy, please attach this endorsement to 
the mishap investigation report and publish/distribute it as part of the report. 

Richard S. Williams 
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cc: 

ChiefEngineer/Mr. Bell (Act'g) 
Office of Safety and Mission Assurance/Mr. Groen 
Office of Safety and Mission Assurance/Mr. Schumann 
Office of Safety and Mission Assurance/Mr. Fullerton 
JSCIMr. Hansen 

IMr. Foreman 
!Dr. Rajula 
IMs. Terrell 
IDr. Ulissey 
IMr. Armstrong 
1Mr. Byerly 
IMr. Blum 

GSFC/Mr. Pellicciotti 
NSC/Mr. Phillips 

IMr. O'Connor 

IMs. French 
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