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									DATE:   March 20, 2014			
SUBJECT:            Additional Information about the TechPort Integrated Data Call 
In response to multiple requests for information about NASA’s technology programs and projects and the pending public release of a portion of the information in the Technology Portfolio System (TechPort), the Office of the Chief Technologist (OCT) is coordinating an integrated data call that updates information in TechPort and highlights the intended use of that information. This data call letter was signed by the NASA Chief Technologist on March 19, 2013.  
The main purpose of the data call is preparation for the public release of data in TechPort.  In addition, data in TechPort is used every day to conduct analysis and NASA decision making.  The information will be used by NASA offices and organizations for a variety of purposes, including the following:

1) Improving public access to results of federally funded research and development: On February 22, 2013, the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) issued a Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, “Increasing Access to the Results of Federally Funded Scientific Research.” Subsequently, NASA developed a plan to improve public access to its publications and data by January 2015. TechPort will facilitate NASA achieving the goals of OSTP and the Open Data Executive Order and Open Data Policy (Office of Management and Budget Memorandum M-13-13) by providing research and development data that is open and machine-readable, and available to third parties through application programming interfaces. A portion of TechPort’s data (“Public Data” tab on the program and project pages) will be made available to the public to support continued job growth, Government efficiency, and the social good that can be gained from opening Government data to the public.

2) Updating NASA Technology Roadmaps (OCT-led Activity): In January 2014, NASA began updating the NASA Technology Roadmaps, a set of documents that consider a wide range of needed technologies and development pathways for the next 20 years. The roadmaps focus on “applied research” and “development” activities. The new roadmaps will be expanded to cover space, aeronautics, and information technology. TechPort will provide roadmap teams with information about investments in each Technology Area so that technology gaps can be identified.

3) Updating the NASA Strategic Space Technology Investment Plan (OCT-led Activity): NASA is updating the Strategic Space Technology Investment Plan that was signed in January 2012, expanding the scope to include information technologies, aeronautics, emerging technologies, new mission needs (e.g., Asteroid Redirect Mission), new priorities, and partnerships. This plan provides a set of strategically-linked technology investments that will be planned and managed collectively by the Agency to ensure high-priority goals are achieved. TechPort will provide senior leaders with the ability to track and analyze NASA’s technology investments. This will enable strategic decision making and will ensure NASA’s investment in technologies essential to the pursuit of its mission and achievement of National goals.

4) Informing the NASA Technology Executive Council (NTEC) (NTEC-led activity): NASA's senior decision-making body for technology policy, prioritization, and strategic investments meets quarterly (or more often, if needed) to evaluate NASA’s technology portfolio and generate decisions that influence policy, requirements, and technology investment decisions. TechPort is the primary OCT data source for tracking, analysis, and assessment that leads to NTEC decisions.

5) Informing the Technical Capabilities Assessment Team (TCAT) (Associate Administrator; TCAT led): The TCAT is currently evaluating NASA’s technical capabilities, with the ultimate goal of making decisions on investment in or divestment of NASA’s technical capabilities. The TCAT requires a detailed understanding of all existing technology development activities to better understand why facility and personnel capabilities exist and are needed at various locations around the Agency. TechPort serves as the authoritative data source for the location and nature of all technology programs and projects and enables TCAT to evaluate the Agency’s current technology investment and needs. 

6) Informing the International Space Station (ISS) Utilization Review Board (URB) (HEOMD-led activity): The ISS URB met December 2013 and decided that TechPort data fields should be expanded to enable NASA to capture information from technology projects that will be tested or flown in space. In addition to current information collected in TechPort, the ISS URB requested that TechPort collect information related to ISS demonstration milestones, as applicable, and the date (or approximate date) of ISS use, test, or demonstration.

7) Tracking NASA’s performance on National Science and Technology Priorities (Office of the Chief Financial Officer (OCFO)-led): Each year, NASA performs many activities that support the President’s science and technology priorities. NASA selects key performance measures to report externally. Additionally, NASA evaluates the technology portfolio to determine its contribution to the multi-agency research activities identified by the President. TechPort will be used as one of the authoritative data sources to search for projects that have a national benefit and contribute to our Agency’s support of these science and technology priorities, and create NASA’s reporting data for this assessment.

8) Supporting Office of the Chief Information Office (OCIO) Information Technology Strategic Planning and Enterprise Architecture efforts by providing visibility into all IT programs and projects that include IT or are primarily IT. This includes visibility into IT that the OCIO does not currently have governance control over.  The OCIO will be better equipped to respond to current and future Inspector General Recommendations and OMB requests. The OCIO will also be better enabled to make IT related recommendations to programs and projects.  The term ‘information technology,’ as defined by OMB and with respect to NASA, means any equipment or interconnected system or subsystem of equipment that is used in the automatic acquisition, storage, manipulation, management, movement, control, display, switching, interchange, transmission, or reception of data or information by the executive agency. Information technology includes computers, ancillary equipment, software, firmware and similar procedures, services (including support services), and related resources.  

9) Informing the Technology Estimating Research Project (Office of Evaluation - Cost Assessment Division-led activity): Technology Estimating is a research project sponsored by the Cost Analysis Division to improve NASA’s ability to estimate the cost of technology development and maturation. This research involves identifying parameters that are expected to influence the cost of a technology, collecting actual data for completed technology efforts, and conducting mathematical and statistical analyses to generate cost estimating relationships between the parameters and the cost of technology development. The result of this research will be a set of parametric equations that can be used to estimate the cost of technology development based on historical data of analogous technology development costs. TechPort is one of the prime sources of data for this study.

For ongoing (active programs and projects), we request that you complete as many sections as possible, including all sections on the Public Data tab and the following sections on the NASA Internal tab: management details, project milestones, infusion data, and budget. The internal sections contain content requested by those conducting NASA analysis, as noted above.  Additionally, please make sure your historical projects have up to date data on the Public Data tab.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Data should be entered into TechPort by April 23, 2014.

Following this data call, an assessment of the system data will be conducted to determine if the Agency’s data is ready for public release. Upon completion of this analysis, the Headquarters Office of Public Affairs will make appropriate announcements releasing TechPort to the public.  This is expected to occur in late spring.

If you have questions about this data call, or need assistance gaining access to TechPort, please feel free to contact your Center Representative. The contact list for the Center Representatives is in the HELP section on TechPort.  Additionally, please feel free to contact Tracy Bierman at 321-867-2345 or Faith Chandler at 202-358-0411 with questions.

Respectfully,
Faith Chandler


 
3

image1.jpeg
National Aeronautics and
‘Space Administration





