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Plum Brook Station Wind Farm

Background scoping period, in addition to one oral comment made 
NASA Glenn Research Center is proposing to enter by an individual at the scoping meeting.
into a 20- to 25-year partnership with a commercial 
wind energy developer to construct and operate a Since the close of the scoping period, NASA has 
wind farm at NASA Glenn’s Plum Brook Station (PBS). been actively engaged in developing the draft EIS. 
The proposed wind farm would have an estimated This includes consulting with other state and federal 
maximum capacity of 65 megawatts and consist of agencies, as well as conducting specialized studies to 
up to 26 wind turbines, with each turbine rated at up support the EIS development process.
to 2.5 megawatts. NASA plans to utilize a 2,000-acre 
tract of land along the east-central portion of PBS for Development of the Draft 
the construction and operation of the wind farm.

Environmental Impact Statement
The purpose of the proposed PBS Wind Farm Project NASA is in the process of developing the Draft 
is to generate clean, renewable energy at PBS from a Environmental Impact Statement for the NASA 
technologically proven source to meet several federal Glenn Research Center Plum Brook Station Wind 
requirements. The PBS Wind Farm Project also Farm Project (NASA Wind Farm EIS) to assist in 
supports NASA’s goal of demonstrating leadership in the decision-making process in accordance with the 
environmental stewardship and accountability by a National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA),as 
federal agency. amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); the Council 

on Environmental Quality’s NEPA implementing 
Pursuant to the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct) and regulations (40 CFR 1500–1508); and NASA’s NEPA 
Executive Order 13423, 7.5 percent of all electrical policy and procedures (14 CFR 1216.3). This EIS will 
energy provided to NASA must come from renewable consider the environmental impacts associated with 
sources. To comply with Executive Order 13423, implementation of the proposed action alternatives 
federal agencies must ensure that at least half of all and the No Action Alternative. The EIS evaluates 
renewable energy required under the EPAct comes the potential impact for the following resource areas: 
from renewable sources developed after Jan. 1, 1999 land use, visual resources, climate and air quality, 
and to the maximum extent possible; renewable noise, water resources, geology and soils, ecological 
energy generation projects should be implemented resources, cultural resources, transportation, 
on agency property for agency use. When fully utilities, socioeconomics and environmental justice, 
operational, this project will help NASA meet the waste management, radar and communication 
requirements of Executive Order 13423. transmissions, and health and safety.

Public Participation Consultations with State and 
On August 25, 2010, NASA published a Notice of Federal Agencies
Intent in the Federal Register (75 FR 52374) to  As part of the development of the draft EIS, NASA 
prepare a draft environmental impact statement (EIS)  has initiated consultation with numerous state and 
and conduct scoping for the PBS Wind Farm federal agencies regarding to the PBS Wind Farm 
Project. A scoping meeting to solicit public input on Project. These include, but are not limited to, the Ohio 
the environmental issues to be addressed and the Historic Preservation Office (OHPO), Ohio Department
alternatives to be considered in this draft EIS was held of Natural Resources (ODNR), Ohio Department 
on Sept. 14, 2010, in Sandusky, Ohio. The period for of Transportation, United States Fish and Wildlife 
submitting input ended on Oct. 23, 2010. Comments Service (USFWS), Federal Aviation Administration, 
were solicited from federal, state, and local agencies Natural Resource Conservation Service, National 
and other interested parties on the scope of the EIS. Telecommunications and Information Administration, 
NASA received seven comment documents during the and United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).

 



Studies Conducted to Support NASA also conducted an intensive survey at PBS 
the Draft Environmental Impact for the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus), 
Statement a species of rattlesnake listed as endangered by 

the ODNR Division of Wildlife and as a candidate During the development of the draft EIS and the 
species by USFWS. Three sites inside the boundary consultation process with OHPO, ODNR, USFWS, and 
of the proposed wind farm project area were found to USACE, it was determined that additional information 
have  habitat suitable for supporting this species were was needed to complete the draft EIS. This included 
surveyed weekly from May to October 2012. However, information about cultural resources, wetlands, and 
no eastern massasaugas were found during the course state- and federally- protected species. In response to 
of the survey.these determinations, NASA conducted wildlife surveys 

and wetland delineations within the project site, and is 
NASA is currently conducting an architectural resource currently conducting an architectural survey of historic 
survey and impact study for the proposed PBS sites within and near the project site. The results of 
Wind Farm Project. From Feb. 6 to 13, 2013, NASA these studies are being incorporated with the analysis 
completed fieldwork, conducted additional archival presented in the NASA Wind Farm EIS.
research, and met with local stakeholders for the 
architectural resource surveys and impact studies for From 2009 to 2012, NASA conducted several 
construction of a wind farm at PBS. The work was preconstruction bird and bat surveys in accordance 
completed in accordance with the methods established with the On-Shore Bird and Bat Pre- and Post-
in a research design plan approved by OHPO.Construction Monitoring Protocol for Commercial Wind 

Energy Facilities in Ohio. This protocol describes 
preconstruction monitoring requirements for proposed Next Steps
land-based wind energy facilities in Ohio. ODNR and Following establishment of a  partnership with a 
NASA have worked together to develop a suite of commercial wind energy developer, NASA  anticipates 
preconstruction surveys to satisfy the requirements that some additional studies may be conducted to 
set forth in the protocol. Recommended bat surveys further inform the analyses being presented in the 
included bat mist netting, bat acoustic monitoring, draft EIS. After the incorporation of findings from these 
and spring and fall nocturnal migration radar additional studies, the draft EIS will be published and 
monitoring. Bird surveys included diurnal passerine distributed for public review and comment. NASA will 
and raptormigration surveys, a breeding bird survey, hold a public meeting during the public review period to 
and spring and fall nocturnal migration radar surveys. provide information to the public and to solicit feedback 
Ultimately, the collected data will be considered by on the draft EIS. No final action will be taken on this 
regulatory agencies such as ODNR and USFWS when proposal until the decision-making process under 
providing a recommendation to the Ohio Power Siting NEPA has been completed. Similarly, no construction 
Board regarding the approval of the proposed wind would begin until the necessary federal, state, and local 
energy facility at PBS. The results of these surveys permits and approvals have been obtained.
add to the current body of knowledge about the use of 
PBS by breeding and migratory species of birds and For further information regarding the NASA 
Bats, and represent the most recent characterization Wind Farm EIS, please contact:
of these populations at PBS. Monitoring efforts have Robert F. Lallier
also included bald eagle nest searches and monitoring. NEPA Program Manager
Bald eagle nest and monitoring activities determined NASA Glenn Research Center
that 10 nests exist within a 7-mile radius of the project Energy and Environmental Management Office
area, including one on site. In 2012, NASA initiated 21000 Brookpark Road, Mail Stop 21-2
additional eagle surveys to further assess their level of Cleveland, OH 44135
activity at PBS. (419) 621-3234




