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Administrator Bridenstine  
Remarks at Moscow State University 

 

I am so pleased to be speaking here today at Moscow State University – a 

leading university in the Russian Federation and one of the top educational 

institutions in the world.  This university has produced Nobel laureates, 

famous writers, and winners of the world’s most prestigious prizes in 

mathematics and computing.  Equally important, is that it is also the alma 

mater of numerous Russian government leaders, such as my counterpart, 

Roscosmos General Director Dmitry Rogozin.  

 

As I came to your campus today, I was in awe of the history surrounding me.  

The idea that this institution was founded in 1755, more than 20 years before 

the United States even declared its independence, and the thought of how 

many students from around the world have graduated from this university 

during that time and the impact they have had on the world is truly 

breathtaking.  Understanding that remarkable history and then looking to the 

future, it is clear that from this university many of the leaders of tomorrow 

will emerge.  So I am grateful for the opportunity to speak with you about 

space cooperation between the United States and Russia and NASA’s plans 

for the future. 
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I should start by noting what is known throughout the world – that the 

Russian people have achieved great feats in space.  More than 100 years ago, 

Konstantin Tsiolkovski built on Sir Isaac Newton’s fundamental laws of 

motion to formulate the rocket equation that informs space flight.  These 

theories inspired Sergey Korolev to launch the first satellite, Sputnik, and 

enabled the flight of the first human in space, Yuri Gagarin.  These are 

turning points not just in technological development, but in world history.  I 

would also be remiss if I did not mention the flight of the first woman, 

Valentina Tereshkova, or the first ever spacewalk by Alexey Leonov.   

 

Achievements like these and those performed by American heroes like John 

Glenn, the first American to orbit the Earth, Tom Stafford, the U.S. 

Commander of the Apollo-Soyuz mission, and Neil Armstrong, the first man 

to set foot on the Moon, opened the door for a Space Age that continues 

today. 

 

The United States and Russia have a long and proud history of civil space 

cooperation, and the results of our partnership in space have been deep and 

lasting.  This cooperation dates back to a significant time in the history of 

our nations.  Despite government tensions, Alexey Leonov and Thomas 

Stafford found a way to overcome differences on Earth to jointly conquer yet 

another obstacle in the hostile environment of space.  In 1975, the Apollo-
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Soyuz Test Project was more than the first time two spacecraft from different 

countries docked together in orbit, this handshake in space between Leonov 

and Stafford symbolized the potential of what could be achieved by our 

countries working together. 

 

From the Apollo-Soyuz to the Shuttle-Mir program in the 1990s – from our 

decades-long cooperation on scientific exploration of the Moon and Mars to 

our interdependent partnership on the International Space Station – together 

our nations have tested the boundaries of human experience and taken on 

new challenges on behalf of humanity. 

 

NASA and Roscosmos represent one of the world’s great partnerships, most 

visible in our cooperation on the International Space Station.  Through this 

complex partnership involving 15 nations, the International Space Station 

illustrates what can be accomplished when the United States and Russia 

pursue common goals in space and on Earth.  International crews have lived 

and worked on the Station for nearly 18 years, and next month we will be 

jointly celebrating the 20th anniversary of the launch of its first element, 

Zarya, from the Baikonur Cosmodrome.  With almost 18 years of continuous 

US and Russian presence, some of you have never known a time when your 

countrymen, and mine, weren’t together orbiting the Earth.   
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On a daily basis American and Russian crews depend on each other on the 

International Space Station in working together to achieve shared 

objectives. Our international partners from Europe, Japan and Canada are 

also with us supporting this unprecedented research facility in low-Earth 

orbit.  So, fundamentally, cooperation in space exploration is a mission of 

science and of diplomacy.  The shared experiences of astronauts and 

cosmonauts serving as crewmates create bonds and life-long friendships, just 

as space exploration builds collaborative and meaningful relationships 

among nations. 

 

Later this week I will join Roscosmos General Director Rogozin at the 

Baikonur Cosmodrome to witness the launch of NASA Astronaut Nick 

Hague and Roscosmos Cosmonaut Alexey Ovchinin to the International 

Space Station.  Nick and Alexey have trained and prepared for this mission 

for months – and soon they will live, eat, sleep, and work together to make 

scientific discoveries and demonstrate technologies to enable exploration 

deeper into the solar system. 

   

The world is now at the beginning of the next stage of human exploration as 

we shift our focus from low-Earth orbit on to the Moon.  Working with 

Roscosmos and other interested commercial and international partners, we 
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are currently discussing how humans will soon be able to live and work on 

and around the Moon. 

Our nations believe in exploration because it is an investment in the future – 

not just in space, but here on Earth.  History has shown achievements in 

space have the ability to inspire young people in every nation to become the 

next generation of scientists, engineers, mathematicians and technologists.  I 

firmly believe that working together, we can increase humanity’s knowledge 

and understanding of our planet, our solar system and our universe – all 

while inspiring the next generation to make their own giant leaps. 

 

Thank you for your attention today.  I really look forward to seeing the 

achievements that your generation will bring to space exploration and to 

many more decades of partnership and friendship with Russia as we continue 

to explore together the Moon, Mars and beyond.  Our bright future in space 

exploration lies ahead, and as Yuri Gagarin so perfectly put it in the 

moments just before his Vostok spacecraft lifted off, “Poyekhali!”– let’s go!  


