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Artist concept of the X-59 QueSST flying over a U.S. community
where residents will be asked to share their perceptions of the
airplane’s quieter sonic booms—if they hear anything at all.
Ground-based sensors also will measure sound levels.
Credit: NASA

This computer simulation shows how shockwaves move
away from the X-59 as it flies faster than sound. The pattern
is different from the way shockwaves from a conventional
supersonic aircraft come together to produce a sonic boom.
Instead, the X-59 will produce a quieter sonic thump.
Credit: NASA

Artist concept of the X-59 taking off from a runway close to
where the airplane is being assembled at Lockheed Martin’s
Skunk Works factory in Palmdale, California.
Credit: Lockheed Martin Skunk Works
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