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Neil as test pilot
Flew 50 different types of aircraft

2400 hours flying time (900 in jets)
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Neil made 7 flights in X-15
Highest altitude: 207,500 feet







Lt. Eddie T. Allen (as later Boeing test pilot))
Lt. H. T. Cronk & 7 other Army pilots

NACA test pilot Thomas P. Carroll)



NACA/NASA Test Pilot Jack Reeder (1943-1982}

“best test pilot I ever knew…”



John P. “Jack” Reeder”
NACA-NASA Test Pilot
1943-1982



NACA/NASA Test Pilot Jack Reeder (1943-1982}

“best test pilot I ever knew…”



NACA/NASA Test Pilot Jack Reeder (1943-1982}

“best test pilot I ever knew… …and Chuck Yeager was the worst.”



NACA Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory

Brewster XF2A-1 Buffalo  in the 
Full-Scale Tunnel , 1938



Reeder flying a Franklin glider at 
the University of Michigan in 1936.Reeder  flying a Franklin glider at the 

University of Michigan in 1936

JPR learned to fly in a Piper J-3 Cub



Bell XP-39 in Langley’s 
Full-Scale Tunnel in August 1939

Reeder  flying a Franklin glider at the 
University of Michigan in 1936

JPR learned to fly in a Piper J-3 Cub

Vought-Sikorsky V-173 STOL fighter 
concept in FST



TECHNICAL REPORT



Abe Silvertstein (1908-2001)
Rose Poly Inst., B.S. ‘20 M.E,
NACA/NASA: 1929-1970 

Harry J. Goett (1910-2000)
Holy Cross, B.S. ‘31 M.E.
NYU, B.S, ‘33, A.E.
NACA/NASA: 1929-1965 



Ames Aeronautical Laboratory
under construction in 1940

Aircraft Engine Research Laboratory, 1945

Curtiss XP-42 fighter with various test
modifications in flight over Langley, 1945

Consolidated B-24D Liberator outside of the 
Langley hangar in 1943



William H. McAvoy
(1896-1980)
NACA Langley 1921-1940
NACA Ames 1940-?



Melvin N. Gough
(1906-1994)
Johns Hopkins, B.S. ‘26, M.E.
NACA/NASA 1926-1962



Herbert H. Hoover (1912-1952)
Univ. of Tennessee, B.S, ‘34, M.E.
NACA 1940-1952



Floyd L. Thompson (1898-1976)
Univ. of Michigan, B.S. ‘26 ,A.E.
NACA/NASA 1926-1968

Mel Gough



John P. “Jack” Reeder”
NACA-NASA Test Pilot
1943-1982

Monocoupe 90 with Jack Reeder sitting on the left wheel





Reeder
Hoover

Gough

William E. Gray, Jr.

Langley Piloting Staff in early 1944





Jack Reeder died on May 24, 1999,
At age 82, from complications due 
to Alzheimers
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