NASA ADVISORY COUNCIL
Washingtom, DC. 20546

. Kenpeth M. Ford], Chalrman

Agril 12, 2010

Dear Administrator Bolden:

The NASA Advisory Council held a very productive poblic meeting at NASA Headquasters on
February 18-19, 2010.

As you know, this was the first meeting of the Council in which the restructured conmmittees
approved. They are enclosed for your consideration, along with the minutes fiom our Council
meeting to provide additional background and context.

Thank you for the opportumity to provide our cbservations, findings, and recommendations
concerning NASA and the U.S. civil space program. If you have any questions or wish to
discuss fietier, please contact me.

YL

4 Enclosures:

2010-01-0! (SC-01): Restat of Domestic Pu-238 Production

2010-01-02 (SC-02): Tecimology Space Flight Test Program

2010-01-03 (SC-03): Establish Program Analysis Groups (PAGs) in Astrophysics
NAC Meceting Mimates: Febroary 18-19, 2010



Enclosure |

Tracking Number: 2010-01-81 (SC-01)
Restart of Domestic Pa-238 Preduction

NASA Advisery Ceuncil Recommendation:
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Major Reasons for the Recommendation:
MMﬁmemmmmmmﬁkmmme
many other situations where solar power is insufficient or not available. Withoat Pu-238 to fuel
m&mﬁm@wmmmmwhmmmw
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from Russia willl not meet the needs for robotic planetary exploration inte the next decade.
Rmahmalmmdw&PwBSMgmmxmem The 201 1 tudpet
contains fands for restarting Pu-238 production by DeE. The budget is sufficient for production
ofmlyameMmmﬂmmhmgmmaﬁemmwm
betwzen requirements in SMD and in ESMD. Additional fanding will be necessary if the
amount of Pu-238 required by NASA exceeds the value presumed by the 2011 budeet.




Enclosure 2

Tracking Number: 2010-81-02 (SC-92)
Technology Space Flight Test Program

NASA Advisory Counci! Recommendation:

Major Reasons for the Recommendation:
maamwmmamﬂmmm'mwmmm
Earth and their eventual acceptance. for use in space flight. This is commonly tevmed the “mid-
TRL” level gap. Techmical reviewers of propesals for flight projects, and flight project
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the necessary risks to fly new technologies and certifly them for science and explomtion flights.
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should be revived.




Encloszwe 3

Tracking Number- 2010-81-93 (SC-03)
Establich Program Auslysis Groups (PAGs) in Astrephysies

Ashnphymcs (Physics ofﬂw(‘.mmd&mw Origins).

Major Reasons for the Recommendation:

The NAC Science subcomemnities s organize Program Analysis Groups to provide specialized
input to analysis of specific programs within SMD. These PAGs have proved very usefil to the
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ocganized along the major Astrophysics themes.




