NASA Ames Research Center, Office of the Chief Scientist.
FY17 Science Innovation Fund
General Background Information and Instructions
Introduction:
The Office of the Chief Scientist (OCS) is pleased to announce the 2017 SIF Call for Proposals.

The Science Innovation Fund (SIF) invests in highly innovative, exploratory, and high risk - high return scientific research that directly supports advancing the strategic direction of Ames and the Agency.  It promotes the vitality of Ames through strategic investments in scientific research, capabilities, and people.  This advanced research investment helps make Ames and the Agency more competitive, provides opportunities for risk reduction and increased cost effectiveness, and initiates potentially transformational solutions to the most challenging mission-related problems.  

The SIF is administered by the NASA Headquarters Office of the Chief Scientist and is managed by each Center. Its objectives are to promote the following: science breakthroughs that demonstrate innovation in the current state of the art; strategic planning in and across Centers; collaborations across disciplines, organizations, and Centers; flexibility for Centers to foster new talent (early career); building R&D capability that is needed to fulfill NASA’s mission; and creativity across the NASA science workforce.
Proposal Scope:
The SIF solicits innovative research activities that will directly support advancing the strategic direction of the Agency, its science organizations, and the Centers. The SIF encourages development of new investigations that stress innovation, exploration, and/or the interdisciplinary nature of the proposed work. Investigations that involve members of the public to participate in the scientific process in unique and innovative ways (including collecting and analyzing data, interpreting results, and developing data applications) are also encouraged.

It is incumbent upon the proposer to demonstrate clearly the true innovation of the proposed project, based on existing state of the art, and to demonstrate how the proposed project supports Agency objectives. All NASA scientific research areas are within the scope of this call for proposals.

The following areas are not within the scope of this call and are not allowed: 
· Augmentation of already funded programs or projects; 
· Projects that could be funded from established program resources (including mission directorate programs) or other internal funds; 
· Projects that have consistently failed peer review;
· Construction of facilities or general equipment purchases; 
· Funding of contractor-led research; 
· Efforts to position a Center to attract reimbursable work, or for primarily creating demand for an underutilized facility.

Eligibility, Funding Amounts, and Project Duration:
Funding will be provided to new investigations, open to all NASA Ames civil servants (including new hires), up to a maximum of 12-months (FY17) in duration, and funded for up to $150K, including labor and procurement. 80% of funding goes to civil servant labor. Up to 20% of the total cost of the project may be acquisition of resources necessary to conduct the work outlined in a proposal, including purchase of new equipment or tools and acquisition of expertise (e.g. visiting scientists, postdoctoral fellows). Co-investigators may be located at other institutions. Contractors should not be funded through this effort.

Proposal Preparation and Submission Instructions:
All 2017 SIF proposers must submit the following to arc-ocs@mail.nasa.gov 

1. Cover page (1-page)
2. Proposal (2-pages)
3. Budget breakdown (1-page)

4. Summary slide (1-page)
5. 100 word narrative summary

Templates for the cover page, proposal, summary slide and budget breakdown are included in the package.  All submitted documents must adhere to instructions printed in blue.
Proposal Approval:
Proposers must inform their Branch and/or Division managers about their SIF proposals for concurrence on the strategic value, availability of labor resources, and proposal-development support.  This step is important to ensure availability of resources needed to deliver in the time allotted, if selected.  Approval of a Branch Chief or higher is required for proposal submission.

General Selection Process:
SIF proposals will be evaluated according to the following criteria: alignment to SIF scope and objectives; research merit; soundness of the approach; strategic relevance and value to Ames and NASA; and future funding prospects.  

The Ames Research Center Research and Technology Council (RTC) chaired by the Ames Chief Scientist, Dr. Jacob Cohen, and the Ames Chief Technologist, Dr. Harry Partridge, will evaluate all submitted proposals that meet the above criteria.  All SIF selections will be reviewed by the HQ Office of Chief Scientist to ensure compliance with the tenets of the SIF Program prior to award.

SIF Schedule: 
Proposals Due Date: July 15, 2016
Start of Award: Oct 1, 2016 (Anticipated)
Final Report: December 2017 (projects are typically one year duration with 8 weeks allowed for final report). 
Presentation to Headquarters: TBD 

Final Report will be sent to NASA HQ Office of the Chief Scientist.  Proposals that have a project duration that exceeds a year will need to provide an annual progress report for review and consideration of renewal.  A report and presentation template will be provided to all awardees.

2017 SIF proposals package must be submitted by July 15, via email to arc-ocs@mail.nasa.gov with a copy to jacob.cohen-1@nasa.gov with “2017 SIF Submission” in the subject line.

Please note that late submissions will not be accepted nor reviewed.  

Questions regarding the Ames 2017 SIF should be directed to Dr. Jacob Cohen at jacob.cohen-1@nasa.gov 
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