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EPO: A Code 600 Perspective
• Scientists want to convey their discoveries to the public (content)

Some scientists want to become directly involved in EPO

NASA missions have a requirement to do EPO

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Important questions:
Do you know about NASA Agency-wide EPO goals and priorities?

Are you familiar with the process of getting an EPO plan approved by NASA HQ?

Is the proper level of funding being assigned to EPO?

Are you thinking about the best education themes for your mission?

Are you also using existing NASA EPO material?

How are you linking to other NASA mission EPO?

How are you linking to the NASA SEPOF’s?

How are your results being evaluated and reported?

How is your program supporting Goddard?

How are you linking to the Office of Education and the Office of Communication?



EPO Lead Duties

•

•

•

•

–

–

–

–

EPO lead writes plan, gets approval from SMD 

EPO lead responsible for reporting EPO activities, evaluation results 
to SMD via web tool (OEPM)

Manage expectations of scientists/mission managers

EPO lead links to NASA SEPOF’s (Science Education and Public 
Outreach Forums), which can provide many services.

Astro (STScI)

Solar System (LPI)

Earth (IGES)

Sun (U. Cal. Berkeley)



NASA Education Grants 

•

•

–

–

•

–

–

–

–

–

Two Major NASA internal grant programs:

EPOESS Program (canceled this year)

Large programs, higher funding

Difficult to get, but many Goddard EPO people have been 
successful; use us as red teams!

ROSES EPO Supplementals (canceled for the moment)

Available to any ROSES P.I. with current funding

15K individual, 50K combined

Relatively easy to get

Pilot program this year to write “canned” proposals (won)

You can still do cool stuff with a small amount of money



Goddard EPO Division Leads

Astrophysics: Dr. Amber Straughn

Planetary: Lora Bleacher

Earth Science: Dr. Eric Brown de Coulston

Helio: Dr. Alex Young
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Social Media Presence

.



.



Space Weather Center



.



New lack of centrality of resources: people use search engines or larger 

sites to find material.
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NASA Museum Resources
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UniView Planetarium Software and DomeCast



.



Mission Collaborations

ACE LRO

CINDI RBSP

DAWN RHESSI

Hinode SDO

IBEX SOHO

ISS STEREO

Kepler Voyager

http://venustransit.nasa.gov



Partnerships

http://venustransit.nasa.gov

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/podcasting/nasaedge/index.html
http://365daysofastronomy.org/2011/06/05/june-5th-transit-of-venus/
http://transitofvenus.nl/wp/2011/10/16/four-giants-talk-about-transits/
http://aa.usno.navy.mil/data/docs/UpcomingTransits.php
http://www.astronomerswithoutborders.org/projects/transit-of-venus.html
http://www.bishopmuseum.org/education/planetarium_programs.html
http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/yss/index.cfm
http://www.ccssc.org/main.html
http://www.galaxygarden.net/
http://www.astrosociety.org/
http://www.imiloahawaii.org/
http://www.transitofvenus.org/
http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/OH/transit12.html
http://astro.viten.no/english.htm
https://informal.jpl.nasa.gov/museum/index.cfm?space=holder&&CFID=21803564&CFTOKEN=25497782


.



Global Audiences: Over 150 countries 
participated holding millions of events

http://venustransit.nasa.gov



Summary
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Web Hits: 614 million

Web Streams: 7.7 million

TV Viewership: 7,741,158,  
Peak :576,743

Countries: 157

Global Events: > 1 million  

NASA Centers: 10

Mission Packets: 30,000

Educators: 13,038

Students: 1.5 million

Scientists: 2,823

Museums: 4,328

Am. Astronomers: 10,174

http://venustransit.nasa.gov



Social Media - NASA Portal

Twitter:

@NASA Impressions (Tweets/Retweets seen by) 28,579,769

@NASA Unique Accounts Retweeting Us 20,182

@NASA Inbound Messages (tweets sent to us) 31,475

@NASA Outbound Messages (tweets sent out) 205

@NASA Mentions 7,277

@NASA New Followers 20,066

According to hashtracking.com pulled on June 6 at 3:45am ET for the previous 24 hours

#VenusTransit Tweets (sent out containing hashtag) 16,541,065

#VenusTransit Impressions (Tweets/Retweets seen by) 74,900,101

Facebook:

Total number of direct post impressions on news feed of NASA’s posts 2,509,963

Total number of post impressions from shares to other walls/friends news feeds 7,823,757

Total number of page impressions 518,016

Total number of unique fans interacting with page/posts                                               531,721

Total number of mentions of NASA on Facebook 111,036

http://venustransit.nasa.gov
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Know Your Earth Reported Statistics

•

•

•

•

O’Hare Airport location:   17,774,883

Public transportation locations: 5,513,492 

Malls: 2,288,431

Downtown Chicago billboard: 1,030,800
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NASA Earth to Sky
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Targeted Programs: The Center for Astronomy 

Education at the University of Arizona

Impact on Teaching: Just wanted to let you know what 
I did after the the CAE Learning-Centered Teaching 
Workshop. . . I started reworking my class notes and 
changing it from passive to active and putting in some of 
the participatory activities we did in the 
workshop…they were working together...reasoning 
things out...drawing models...thinking!  They were like 
scientists! It was great and just as you said it would be!

“The most valuable workshop I ever had..”

”This should be a part of every AAS 
meeting.”

“Finally, I now know how to implement 
these strategies I’ve been hearing 
about.”
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Webcasts
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Science on a Sphere

.



Family Science Night



After School Universe



Sunday Experiment



Public Events



School Events



Too Many Things to Mention!

Large conferences (US Science & Engineering Festival)

NASA-sponsored events (Earth Day, Udvar-Hazy)

Internal events (Code 600 Poster Party, Science Jamboree)

Curriculum guides (Imagine the Universe)

TV support (Discovery, Nat Geo, History Channel)

Project GLOBE

NASA SpaceMath

Challenger Center

Interns, summer research opportunties

And much more




