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Wallops Flight Facility (WFF) 
 
Agency Introduction:  The FY 2012 budget request for NASA is $18.7 billion, the FY 2010 enacted 
level.  The NASA Authorization Act of 2010 has provided a clear direction for NASA, and the skilled 
workforce at NASA Centers is critical to the success of the Act’s important objectives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goddard Space Flight Center’s Wallops Flight Facility (WFF) is located on Virginia’s eastern shore. 
Wallops’ Earth scientists develop instruments and conduct research supporting global climate change, such 
as arctic ice-mapping. Wallops carries out 20-30 sounding rocket missions, 12-20 scientific balloon 
missions, and hundreds of hours of Earth Science missions on piloted aircraft and Unmanned Aerial 
Systems annually.   

The Wallops launch range, supports science, technology, and educational launches for NASA, as well as 
missions for national security and commercial industry.   

NASA Wallops is NASA’s primary organization for implementing its suborbital science research flight 
projects. Wallops’ engineering organizations develop small satellite systems and advanced technologies 
that enable more capable and lower-cost flight hardware and mission operations. Wallops has substantial 
research, manufacturing, and testing laboratories that allow in-house, highly responsive flight hardware 
development. 

NASA is opening the Horizontal Integration Facility at Wallops in early 2011. The facility will support 
medium class mission capabilities, and will support use by Orbital Sciences Corporation with its Taurus II 
launch vehicle. Orbital will conduct missions for NASA under the Commercial Orbital Transportation 
Systems project, with its first demo launch expected later this year. Orbital Sciences will provide cargo 
services to the International Space Station under the Commercial Resupply Services contract with NASA. 

 

Economic Impact:     

NASA Center Contracts/Grants Obligated (FY 2010)   $226M             

Current impact statement(s) to state, region:   

NASA WFF is a major economic force on Virginia’s eastern shore, a traditionally economically 
challenged region. Wallops is the largest technical employer within a 100 mile radius, and its proximity to 
the Virginia - Maryland state line means its economic impact is shared across two states.  

Highlights of WFF’s FY 2012 activities:  
 

• Science: Implements NASA’s suborbital science research flight projects, which are expected to 
continue at robust levels in FY 2012.   

• Space Operations:  One commercial demonstration flight of the Orbital Sciences Taurus-II launch 
vehicle is planned in FY2012. 

• Infrastructure: $17 million for the third and final increment for Wallops Island Launch Facilities 
Protection.  The completed project will extend and repair the failing seawall and provide protection 
from erosion. 

 
 

  


