
 
NASA ADMINISTRATOR CALLS CONGRESSIONAL VOTE AN IMPORTANT STEP 
FORWARD IN SPACE EXPLORATION 
 
NASA Administrator Charles Bolden issued the following statement: 
 
“We are on the verge of an historic vote in the House of Representatives on a 
comprehensive NASA authorization bill that is expected to chart the future course of human 
space flight for years to come.  I am hopeful that S. 3729 -- the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010-- will receive strong support in the House 
and be sent onto the President for his signature. 
 
“Earlier this year, President Obama laid out an ambitious new plan for NASA – one that 
helps blaze a new trail of innovation and discovery.  His plan would invest more in NASA; 
extend the life of the International space station; launch a commercial space transportation 
industry; foster the development of path-breaking technologies; help create thousands of 
new jobs; and embark on a fundamentally more ambitious strategy to expand our frontiers in 
space. 
 
“Passage of this bill represents an important step forward towards helping us achieve key 
goals the President has laid out.  If passed, the bill would help put the U.S. space program 
on a more sustainable trajectory and inspire a new generation of Americans to pursue 
careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.   This important change in 
direction will not only help us chart a new path in space, but can help us retool for the 
industries and jobs of the future that will be vital for long term economic growth.  NASA 
appreciates all of the hard work and effort that has gone into advancing this legislation.   
 
“I also salute our dedicated employees for continuing their good work and keeping their eyes 
on the prize during these important deliberations.  Our workforce has proven time and again 
that it can meet any challenge.  Congress and the President are once again calling on us to 
step up and move this nation forward in space exploration.  
 
“NASA is grateful for the longstanding, bipartisan support that it receives from the 
Congress.  There is still a lot of work ahead, especially as the 2011 appropriations process 
moves forward, but the continuing support for NASA ensures America’s space program will 
remain at the forefront of pioneering new frontiers in science, technology, and exploration.” 
 

 
 

 


