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Participatory Exploration"

•  Definition:  Actively engaging with the public so that they can 
contribute in meaningful ways to NASA’s goals of discovery.   

•  Participatory exploration embodies far more than simply exposing 
people to, or educating them about NASA’s discoveries and 
exploration activities; it also recognizes citizens as capable, 
creative individuals who can advance NASA’s mission of 
discovery. 



Five Degrees of Participation!



NASA Participatory Exploration – Examples of 
Existing Activities*!
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ESMD traveling exhibits 
Live L-CROSS 
Impact web-
streaming 

NASA analog 
mission 
campaign 

NASA EDGE 

Student Launch 
Initiative 

University Student 
Launch Initiative 

NASA Fit Explorer 

MSL naming 

LCROSS orbit 
tracking w/Lewis 
Science Cntr. 

LCROSS Impact 
monitoring by 
amateur 
astronomers 

Stardust@home 

GAS Cans 

WorldWind 

HUNCH 

SEED 

DashLink 

Be a Martian 

Moon Zoo 

Vision Workbench 

GreenFlight 

Dawn Clickworkers 

HUNCH 

Lunabotics 

EarthKAM 

ISS National Lab 

Balloonsat 

SOMD 

ESMD 

SMD 

ARMD 

Educatio
n 




