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After reading the document "Exploration Beyond LEO: Process and Progress," | have a couple points of
input | would like to make.

First, | am of the firm belief that it would be foolish to dump all our resources into the immediate
exploration of Mars. Supporters of this notion, such as Robert Zubrin, say that this is how we
approached the Apollo missions in the 1960s and 70s, and how Lewis and Clark approached their
expedition into the western United States. Those who think this way forget two crucial facts: Lewis and
Clark still had gravity, oxygen, an atmosphere and means of travel throughout their expedition--there
was no learning curve beyond culture and wildlife.

With regard to the Apollo missions, people seem to forget the Gemini missions, which provided a means
to test individual components of the forthcoming lunar missions (things such as docking and EVA), and
the first Apollo missions, which tested equipment and spacecraft which would be used in the later
missions (Apollo 11 and beyond) for actual lunar landings. Therefore, it makes sense that there should
be a test bed for future missions to Mars.

Second, with regard to the idea that returning to the moon is just a rehash of our missions 40 years ago
(an idea supported by Buzz Aldrin), | think there needs to be more emphasis on the new role the moon
will play, as a test bed and staging area for future missions to other planetary bodies. | think that if
more people understood that the point is no longer to land, plant a flag and collect rocks, more people
would support a return to the moon.

With these points mentioned, | think all that is left for me to say is that | strongly support missions to the
moon, in favor of using it as a testing area for the equipment and technologies vital to missions to Mars.
Of course, there is a nostalgic value to returning to the moon as well, especially with a projected return
date near the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 landing. But | think it is absolutely necessary that
technology, equipment and theories be thoroughly tested near Earth before they are trusted to work
millions of miles away on Mars. That said, | do sincerely believe that the end goal of the next phase of
space exploration, beyond low Earth orbit, should involve missions to Mars, and a potential base on the
red planet.

Thank you for hearing my thoughts on the subject, and | look forward to your conclusions on this and
other matters under review by the US Human Space Flight Plans Committee.

Sincerely,

Andrew Knapp



