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Section C: Special Topic Section C: Special Topic –– 
InIn--Close Approach ChangesClose Approach Changes

Dynamics of approach clearance changes 
requested by ATC within ten-miles of a destination 
airport

Sixteen questions relating to:
– Pilot execution of requested changes

– Consequences 

Questions focus on number of in-close approach 
change (ICAC) events 

Followed by additional questions concerning the 
last ICAC experienced by pilot



Number of InNumber of In--close Approach Changes close Approach Changes 
Requested by ATC of Requested by ATC of 
NAOMS Response PilotsNAOMS Response Pilots

Approaches 
Flown

Percentage 
of 

Approaches 
Flown

Extrapolated 
Annual 
Events

Comment

Total Approaches Flown 296,165 100.00 8,000,000 Estimated

Total Number of ICAC 
Requested by ATC 17,943 6.0 484,675 Estimated

Total Number Accepted 
by Pilots 16,802 5.7 453,855 Estimated

Total Number of ICAC 
Approaches with Issues 1,083 0.4 29,254 Estimated











Issues Associated with Issues Associated with 
InIn--Close Approach ChangesClose Approach Changes

ok

Type of ICAC Problem Number 
Reported

Percentage of 
Itemized 
Problems

Extrapolated 
Annual 
Events

Unstablilized Approach 631 3.76 17,045

Long/Fast Landing 561 3.52 15,964

Wake Turbulence 213 1.27 5,754

Missed Approach 211 1.26 5,700

Ground Conflict 52 0.31 1,405

Airborne Conflict 50 0.30 1,350

Out of Limit Winds 33 0.20 891

Landing without Clearance 7 0.04 189

Other 479 2.85 12,939



InIn--Close Approach Close Approach 
Change Probability for the Change Probability for the 
50 Busiest US Airport50 Busiest US Airport
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