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47th legislature - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - first session, 2005
| NTRODUCED BY

Andy Nuiez

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG CONGRESS TO FULLY FUND THE NATI ONAL AERONAUTI CS AND SPACE
ADM NI STRATI ON BUDGET REQUEST I N SUPPORT OF THE SPACE EXPLORATI ON
VI SI ON.

WHEREAS, the United States is a nation of explorers; and

VWHEREAS, space exploration, particularly as carried out under the
auspi ces of the national aeronautics and space adm nistration, has
generated nore than its share of discovery through new technol ogi es
for everyday application, econom c contributions through new markets
and commerci al products, education prograns for future explorers,
i ncreased security capabilities and a | egacy for future generations;
and

WHEREAS, the space exploration vision has set goals of returning

t he space shuttle to flight, conpleting assenbly of the international



Sspace statlion, aevelopling the crew exploration venicle, returning
humans to the nobon and pursui ng human expl oration of Mars and the
sol ar system and

WHEREAS, the national aeronautics and space adm ni stration has
l ong inspired the next generation of explorers and scientists by
exanpl e and through a variety of prograns that encourage young people
to pursue professional careers critical to the nation's future
excel | ence, such as the space settlenent design conpetition, the
nati onal aeronautics and space adm ni stration explorer schools and the
sci ence advi sor programthat have directly benefited the people of New
Mexi co; and

WHEREAS, institutions of higher education across New Mexico have
benefited i nmeasurably fromthe nore than twenty-five mllion dollars
($25, 000, 000) they have received in national aeronautics and space
adm ni stration grants and contracts annually; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico is hone to the national aeronautics and space
adm nistration's Wiite Sands test facility and the White Sands
conpl ex, which positively inpacts the state's econony by enpl oyi ng
nmore than fifty-eight civil servants and approxi mately ni ne hundred
forty contractors and by awardi ng one hundred four mllion dollars
($104, 000, 000) in national aeronautics and space adninistration
contracts annual ly; and

VWHEREAS, the Wiite Sands test facility provides the expertise and
infrastructure to test and eval uate spacecraft materials, conponents

and propul sion systens in order to enable the safe exploration and use



of space, such as the Wiite Sands space harbor, facilities for
hypervel ocity inpact testing, including accomodations for hazardous
targets, and a repair depot for conponents in the toxic hyperbolic
propel | ant, oxygen and hydrogen systens aboard the shuttle and the
I nternational space station; and

WHEREAS, White Sands conpl ex provides tracking and data rel ay
services for spacecraft, including the shuttle, in low earth orbit
usi ng a system of geosynchronous satellites and ground-based antenna
systens; and

WHEREAS, the talent, technology and infrastructure exist in New
Mexi co to continue providing the necessary resources to support
nati onal aeronautics and space adm nistration's future m ssions;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat congress be requested to fully fund the
nati onal aeronautics and space adm ni stration budget request in
support of space exploration vision, as submtted to congress for
fiscal year 2006, to enable the United States and New Mexico to renain
| eaders in the exploration and devel opnent of space; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the adm nistrator of the national aeronautics and space
adm nistration, the president of the United States and the New Mexico

congressi onal del egati on.
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