
  

 

Mike Pessin: 
 
The major thing is that: when you start a program, you need to do your due diligence and 
understand what you’re getting into. Here we were forced into this without doing the due 
diligence, without doing the advanced technology development because we didn’t have the 
time. But I know, I was in a meeting last Wednesday with the Ares V guys, or actually Glenn 
Research Center was down on composite structure and they were showing the technology 
development work they’re doing, so that to get themselves in a posture to go start designing 
the parts. And that’s I think, absolutely necessary. Particularly on Ares, where it’s just such a 
massive program that we need to provide the resources to this due diligence activity – you 
can’t do it on a shoe string: if you cut the budgets, if you don’t give the people the right test 
hardware, give them a chance to do the proper testing (on Shuttle we did a main propulsion 
test, I think we fired the vehicle 18 times, it was on a stand for 7½ years doing testing), and if 
you try and do that on a shoe string, it’s going to come back and bite you!  
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