
 
 
Mr. Pessin joined the space program in 1960 as a 
propulsion engineer at Marshall Space Flight Center 
(MSFC).  He then spent 8 years as MSFC’s mechanical 
engineering representative to the Michoud Assembly 
Facility.  He returned to MSFC in 1970, where he 
worked on both the Space Shuttle Main Engines and 
the Solid Rocket Motor before joining the ET Project 
office in 1972.  He retired from NASA as the Chief 
Engineer for the ET in December 1997.  He has since 
served as a consultant for United Space Alliance, the 
Columbia Accident Investigation Board, and Return to 
Flight. 
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