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The European Space research and Technology centre, the largest site and 
the technical heart of the ESa, is in noordwijk, in the netherlands. Most 
ESa projects are developed here by more than 2,000 specialists. 

colUMbUS conTrol cEnTrE (col-cc) and aUToMaTEd 
TranSfEr VEhiclE conTrol cEnTrE (aTV-cc) 

Two ground control centers are responsible for controlling and operating 
the European contribution to the iSS program. These are the columbus 
control centre and the automated Transfer Vehicle control centre. 
The col-cc, located at the german aerospace center (dlr), in 
oberpfaffenhofen, near Munich, germany, will control and operate the 
columbus research laboratory and coordinate European experiments 
(payload) operations. The aTV-cc, located in Toulouse, france, on the 
premises of the french space agency centre national d’Etudes Spatiales 
(cnES), will control and operate the aTVs.

gUiana SpacE cEnTrE (gSc)

Europe’s Spaceport is situated in the northeast of South america in french 
guiana. initially created by cnES, it is jointly funded and used by both the 
french space agency and ESa as the launch site for the ariane 5 vehicle.

EUropEan aSTronaUT cEnTrE (Eac)

The European astronaut centre of the European Space agency is situated 
in cologne, germany. it was established in 1990 and is the home base of the 
13 European astronauts who are members of the European astronaut corps.

USEr cEnTErS

User Support and operation centers (USocs) are based in national 
centers distributed throughout Europe. These centers are responsible for 
the use and implementation of European payloads aboard the iSS.
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