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Background
The Research Council, as part of its major project oversight duties for the Climate Change Science Program (CCSP), was asked to review the draft of CCSP Synthesis and Assessment Product 5.1: Decision Support.

The Research Council Exec Sec sent the document to all Research Council members and to additional NOAA staff that were identified to review the document.  Following are the consolidated Research Council comments. 

Council Comments:

The time scale of climate information used for decision support spans the range from intraseasonal variation to long-term trend.  The climate change/trend signals, on which CCSP SAP 5.1 is focusing, are mixed with natural multi-decadal variations.  The climate models used by climate change studies mostly focus on the global warming mechanism, and the statistics of weather and short-term climate, which are crucial to applications, were underemphasized during the model development. This issue should be carefully examined when applying climate change scenarios based on model projections.
The NOAA/NWS Climate Service routinely produces monitoring and forecast products focused on short-term climate variability (from week-2 to interannual time scales) and has made tremendous efforts to increase and improve those products according to user demand, including decision support.  Those efforts may partly meet the requests by the Production Estimate and Crop Assessment Division to have dependable operational inputs (line 183-186) and contribute to Decision Support System to Prevent Lyme Disease by relating a short-term climate influence on the vector that causes the outbreak of Lyme disease.  The document under represents the NOAA/NWS climate operational support to decision support tools (DST).

Because this is a synthesis report, it should have a broader introduction that mentions other DST or projects that exist in other agencies. It is acceptable to have case studies that are described and analyzed in detail, but the document should have a broader view in the introduction. This breadth should also be weaved into the conclusion to show that there are other projects in progress.
Typographical Errors:

Line 2019, Change mangers to managers

Line 2152, Change runff to runoff.
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