Comments from NSF on CCSP SAP 5.1

On behalf of NSF Deputy Director Kathie Olsen, I convey our concurrence 

on the SAP 5.1, "Uses and Limitations of Observations, Data, Forecasts, 

and Other Projections in Decision Support for Selected Sectors and 

Regions."  We also request consideration of the following comments:

On p. 26, the implication of lines 603-608 is that research 

observatories are not as reliable as operational. Research observatories 

change, improve, innovate to obtain optimum return on evolving science, 

 not monitoring for monitoring sake. That being said: research 

observatories are reliable within the parameters of the research. So 

there should be some statement about the purpose of research 

observatories, which may require changes in sensors, measurements, data 

streams to achieve the science objectives, but does not necessarily 

imply they are unreliable. Some qualifying statement should be included 

to this effect.

On p. 18, the reference to the US Committee responsible for GEOSS should 

be corrected.  Table 3 identifies the National Global Earth Observations 

as "NSTC CENR U.S. Interagency Working Group on Earth Observations."

The United States Group on Earth Observations (US GEO) was established 

in March 2005 as a standing subcommittee of the National Science and 

Technology Council Committee on Environment and Natural Resources to 

replace the ad hoc Interagency Working Group on Earth Observations.  

Consequently, that section should be: National Science and Technology 

Council Committee on Environment and Natural Resources Subcommittee The 

United States Group on Earth Observations (USGEO)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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