[image: image1.png]Amen'ynﬂ\stronautical Society



6352 Rolling Mill Place, Suite 102                                                            
Springfield, VA  22152-2370
Phone: 703-866-0020; Fax: 703-866-3526

aas@astronautical.org

www.astronautical.org
Contact: James R. Kirkpatrick, Executive Director

Submission to the

“Review of U.S. Human Space 

Flight Plans” Committee
July 6, 2009
American Astronautical Society Public Policy Statement

The American Astronautical Society (AAS) applauds the clear support for the nation’s civil space program demonstrated in the Administration’s FY2010 budget proposal.  This support acknowledges NASA’s past and future contributions to the US economy, to the advancement of science and technology, and to our national pride.  It also reflects recognition of the contributions of the civil space program to the Administration’s highest priorities of energy, healthcare and education.
The US human spaceflight program is highly visible both at home and around the world, and has been an icon of American culture since the middle of the last century.  It is therefore wholly appropriate that the new Administration has chartered a Review of US Human Space Flight Plans to ensure that the nation’s human spaceflight program is being implemented in an effective and sustainable manner.  
As the Review panel addresses the full breadth of US human spaceflight activity, including the Space Shuttle Program, International Space Station (ISS) operation and utilization, the Constellation Program, Commercial Orbital Transportation Services (COTS) and future human exploration plans, the AAS wishes to highlight certain issues that need to be taken into consideration:

With respect to the appropriate future funding level for NASA:

· The guidance given to the panel to keep its findings and recommendations within the current OMB-generated budget forecast seems to us an overly constrained limitation.  We therefore encourage the panel to present at least one option set to the Administration which would show how much more could be accomplished with only a modest increase in NASA’s budget.  Recall that the whole premise of the exploration program was that, as NASA realized savings from retiring the Space Shuttle and, ultimately, the ISS, these resources would be reallocated to support exploration. In fact, these monies are not reallocated to exploration in the Fiscal Year 2010 budget request.
With respect to the Shuttle and Constellation space transportation programs:

· When the Shuttle retires, independent US crew access to the ISS will be eliminated until the crew transport vehicle, Orion, begins operations.  The duration of this gap should be minimized to maximize benefits to be realized from ISS utilization as well as to reflect the leadership role of the US in developing the ISS.  
· Any decision to extend the Shuttle should not be made at the expense of any other NASA program.  Decreasing funding for the Constellation Program, thereby delaying the first launch of Orion, will only exacerbate the gap.  Furthermore, stretching out the effort will only drive overall acquisition costs higher.
· Additional funding invested in the near term to continue Shuttle flights for a limited time could enhance the scientific productivity of the ISS and potentially benefit the Constellation Program by providing a limited opportunity to use the Shuttle as a platform for testing Constellation hardware, software, and new operational principles.  Extension of Shuttle operations could also benefit economic recovery in areas such as Florida’s space coast.
· AAS recognizes that the nearly 30-year-old Shuttle Program cannot be continued indefinitely.  We encourage the Review panel, as well as the Administration and the Congress, to keep an eye on the big picture – the need for continued US independent human access to space.  Whatever is decided upon as a result of this new Review effort, we encourage an expeditious decision coupled with sufficient funding to successfully implement the decision.
With respect to human exploration plans:

· Alternate exploration targets are potentially worthy, but AAS is concerned that changing from the planned return to the Moon as the initial exploration objective could squander the progress already achieved by NASA and its industry partners.  It is important to note that this architecture has been developed by NASA over the past four years, and has been supported by a bipartisan majority of Congress during this period.  
· The current human exploration architecture is the subject of extensive international planning and coordination activities.  Many other nations – including China, Japan, Russia and India – have set their eyes on the Moon as the best first step for preparing for future journeys.
With respect to the future of the ISS:

· AAS is confident that the Review panel will recognize the significant scientific, technological and operational contributions that the ISS is making and will continue make to the benefit of future space exploration.   Perhaps the most fundamental contribution to the future is that the ISS represents the development, operation, utilization and management of a large-scale facility in space by numerous nations united in an effort to bring benefits to Earth and build the pathway to future exploration.
· With ISS having been identified as a national laboratory, AAS encourages the development of cost-sharing arrangements for research and operations that are fair and equitable among those US government agencies who are also stakeholders in or users of the ISS.
NASA has traditionally leveraged its funding through productive partnerships with nations around the globe.  (These relationships are generally conducted on a no-exchange-of-funds basis so that the US aerospace budget is applied to US companies and US scientists, engineers and workers.)  This cooperation makes the space program a natural for highlighting America’s commitment to working productively with our international partners.  Engaging China, India and other emerging space powers in the International Space Station, the Global Earth Observation System, space exploration and myriad other activities has the potential to enhance the success of these ventures while strengthening US foreign policy and national security interests.

AAS, founded in 1954, is one of the oldest space stakeholders in the US.  Its membership spans the gamut of the space community from individuals and corporations to academic and governmental entities.  As space professionals, the Society’s members stand ready to work with the Administration and the Congress to ensure that America’s civil space program continues to be a source of pride for our nation and continues to deliver value to our economy commensurate with the nation’s financial investment in it.  
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