STS-114:  The Return to Flight Mission


Orbiter:
Discovery
Launch : 
3:11 p.m. CDT May 14 (estimate, planning window May 12- June 3)

Landing:
10:07 a.m. CDT May 26

Crew:

Eileen Collins, Commander



James Kelly, Pilot, Robotics Operations



Soichi Noguchi (JAXA), MS 1, Spacewalker (EV 1)



Steve Robinson, MS 2, Flight Engineer, Spacewalker (EV 2)



Andy Thomas, MS 3, Primary Spacewalk Assistant (IV 1), Robotics



Wendy Lawrence, MS 4, Shuttle-ISS Cargo Transfer, Robotics



Charlie Carmarda, MS 5, Rendezvous assist, Robotics

General:
Crew awake from 3 a.m.-7 p.m. CDT most days. Three spacewalks 



from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CDT. Nine PAO events scheduled: 2 audio and 



4 TV events for U.S.; 1 Russian TV event; 1 JAXA TV event; 1 



crew press conference split between U.S., JAXA, Russia.

On ISS:
Expedition 11 (launch April  15) -- Commander Sergei Krikalev, 



Flight Engineer/NASA Science Officer John Phillips.

Day-by-Day

Day 1

Launch, video of external tank, wing leading edge sensors data 



downlinked, possible first TV of crew in flight.

Day 2

Inspect wing edges using boom, sensors, Shuttle arm. Top priority.

Day 3

Flip on approach to Station for photos, docking, hatches open.

Day 4 

Install MPLM cargo carrier, backup time for wing inspect if needed.

Day 5

Spacewalk 1 -- Test of tile repair techniques.

Day 6

Shuttle/Station supplies transferred.

Day 7

Spacewalk 2 -- Control Moment Gyrsocope replacement.

Day 8

Shutte/Station supplies transferred, crew press conference.

Day 9 

Spacewalk 3 -- Installs Station stowage platform, experiment.

Day 10
Supplies transferred, MPLM put back in Shuttle.

Day 11
Undock. No flyaround. Half day crew off-duty time.

Day 12
Entry systems checkout.

Day 13
Landing.

JSC Return to Flight Major Events

Jan. 19-21 -- STS-114 Long Duration Simulation

JSC, HQ public affairs will practice operations of STS-114 during a two-and-a-half day simulation by the crew and Mission Control. The simulation covers first two days of the mission. Multiple problems are encountered. For practice, JSC PAO will staff around the clock, providing full commentary, newsroom support and mock press briefings. The practice will refine PAO mission plans.

· HQ and other centers are urged to participate. They should send  the same personnel that will support JSC for the flight, allowing them a preview. 
Feb. 22 -- Crew Training Media Day

Media are invited "behind the scenes" as crew practices Spacewalk 1, a test of tile repair techniques, in pool. Media film and interview the crew, trainers, spacewalk planners and tile repair developers. They spend the day at the facility. 

April 4-7 -- Preflight Briefings for ISS and Shuttle

Four days of briefings and other activities to explain the mission:

-- First day covers changeout of Expedition 10 and Expedition 11 crews on ISS.

-- Second day covers all Shuttle safety enhancements in design and procedures.

-- Third day is opportunities to observe crew, control team, trainers, developers and other experts during a landing simulation, poolside spacewalk show and tell. -- Fourth day provides detailed overviews of flight activities and spacewalks, a crew press conference and individual interviews with each crew member.

· Other centers and contractors are encouraged to send show and tell exhibits and experts to explain the agencywide efforts that have enabled a Return to Flight. Room is available in a primary area that media will frequent.

May 14-26 -- The Mission

-- Around the clock commentary and newsroom support live on NASA TV.

-- Up to 3 press briefings for mission status per day will ensure continuity and accuracy of message through all news cycles.

-- A JSC/HQ PAO team will be dedicated to ensuring messages are consistent in all briefings, interviews and newsroom operations throughout.

-- Networks provided astronauts as guest experts for major mission phases.

· JSC news operations staff must  be augmented extensively with support from other centers.

· NASA centers and contractors are encouraged to attend with exhibits, experts, etc. to tell stories related to Return to Flight and to the Vision for Space Exploration, promoting sidebar articles by media in residence at JSC
· This is an international mission and a large contingent of Japanese media and the desires of partners must be taken into consideration in planning support.
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