Listen-and-Logon Media Telecons

November 18, 2004
Don Savage/NASA HQ and Jane Platt/JPL

Overview:

· Space Science Updates are drawing smaller crowds

· Listen-and-logon media telecons are a successful alternative for medium and low-level stories; and big stories w/ limited time, varied scientist locations, quick-turnaround papers, etc.

· Telecons generally draw 20-40 reporters, many from major media

· Reduces travel time, expenses, and preparation time 

· Panelists can take part from any location

· Equal opportunity for big media/small media, science/non-science, all locations

· Can screen calls

Challenges:
· Limit panelists to 2-3; they must ID selves during Q and A

· TV elements: videofile, live shots, possibly more in the future

· If reporters show up in person, separate from the host/screener
Details:
· Phone:  

· Book telecon date and time with NASA Voice Teleconferencing Services (VoTS)  (866) 865-6952; get US toll-free line, int'l. toll line—for event and instant replay. Get Q and A capability with *1 feature.

· Give scheduler names of panelists and moderator.

· Other features: separate "room" for participants.  Meeting manager on com line.  Meeting view.  Participant list afterwards.

· Website---go live at a set time; or use different url for preview

· samples:  

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/media/cassini-102504/index.html
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/media/cassini-102904/
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/media/mer-110404/
