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Dr. L. Dalee Thomas iss the assocciate directoor, technicaal, supportinng the Officce of the Ceenter 
Director at NASA's Marshall Spaace Flight CCenter in Huuntsville, Alla. 

Named to the positionn in March 22011, Dr. TThomas proovides expeert technicaal advice annd 
assistancee to Marshaall Center Director Robbert Lightfooot in support of the entire body off 
engineering, science and propulsion work cconducted aat the centeer. He perfoorms speciaal 
studies; addvises and aassists in ppolicy revieww; managess and reporrts on centeerwide metrics; 
and develoops new tecchnical bennchmarking strategies. He works closely withh senior 
managers in all thesee endeavorss, ensuring Marshall pprograms annd projects are timely,, 
technicallyy sound andd serve the goals and requiremennts of the aggency and the nation.

Dr. Thomaas previouslly managedd the Consttellation Proogram fromm 2010 to 20011, and seerved 
as deputy manager frrom 2007 too 2010. He helped lead developmment of NASSA's next 
generationn of spacefliight systemms. The Connstellation PProgram prrovided the foundationn for, 
and resolved challengges that will help the aagency delivver, the Space Launchh System, MMulti-
Purpose CCrew Vehiclee, and grouund systems that will, iin coming yyears, carryy human 
explorers aand sciencee payloads on new misssions into the solar ssystem.  

From 20066 to 2007, hhe was the chief of thee Systems EEngineeringg Division inn the Marshhall 
Center's Spacecraft && Vehicle Systems Department, wwhere he leed a team oof more thann 100 
engineers who suppoorted develoopment of nnext-generaation launchh vehicles.  

Dr. Thomaas managedd the Systems Engineeering and Inntegration OOffice from 2004 to 20006, 
handling oversight of all programms and projects managged by Marrshall's Spaace 
Transportaation Prograams & Projeects Office.. His responnsibilities inncluded enssuring conssistent 
implementation of toools and engineering beest practices for systemms analysiss, systems 
engineering and risk aassessmennt. 

From 20022 to 2004, hhe was director of the SSystems MManagemennt Office, suupervising pproject 
managemeent and sysstems enginneering actiivities for all center proograms andd projects. From 
2001 to 20002, he servved as mannager of Maarshall's Sysstems Engineering annd Integratioon 
Office, leadding overall systems eengineeringg and integrration for neext-generattion launch 
vehicle devvelopment. 



Dr. Thomas was manager of the Marshall Center's Systems Engineering Office from 1999 
to 2001, tasked with assuring sufficiency of system engineering in all center flight projects 
and programs. He served as chief of the Systems Test Division from 1998 to 1999, 
managing functional tests and checkout of launch vehicles, spacecraft and payloads 
developed by Marshall and its contractors. From 1996 to 1998, he was the technical 
assistant to the director of the Systems Engineering & Integration Laboratory, providing 
systems engineering and integration expertise. 

From 1993 to 1996, Dr. Thomas managed the Vehicle Analysis & Integration Team in the 
Space Station Program Office at NASA's Johnson Space Center in Houston. His duties 
included leadership of flight vehicle configuration and subsystems architectures, design 
integration, test and verification. 

He was a project engineer at the Marshall Center from 1988 to 1993, managing selected 
disciplines in the detailed design and development activity for the International Space 
Station. He began his NASA career in 1983 as an aerospace engineer in Marshall's 
Systems Analysis & Integration Laboratory. 

Dr. Thomas has received numerous honors and awards during his NASA career, including 
the NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2000 for outstanding superior leadership in 
formulation of the Intelligent Synthesis Environment -- a program that enhanced the rapid 
creation of innovative, affordable products and missions -- and for leading the center's 
solicitation of the Intelligent Synthesis Environment proposals. He was awarded the NASA 
Exceptional Service Medal in 2007 for his outstanding commitment to systems engineering 
for current and future space vehicle and systems design, development and support. 

In 2002, he received the NASA Exceptional Achievement Medal for outstanding leadership, 
management and exemplary performance in support of the Space Launch Initiative's 
Second-Generation Reusable Launch Vehicle Program. In 1999, he was recognized with a 
Silver Snoopy Award -- the highest honor bestowed by the NASA Astronaut Corps -- for 
professionalism, dedication and outstanding support that greatly enhanced flight safety and 
mission success. He also was recognized as a distinguished engineering alumnus by the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville in 2002, for his outstanding contributions in industrial 
and systems engineering. 

Dr. Thomas received a bachelor's degree in industrial and systems engineering in 1981 
from the University of Alabama in Huntsville; and a master's degree in industrial engineering 
in 1983 from North Carolina State University in Raleigh. He earned a doctorate in systems 
engineering in 1988 from the University of Alabama in Huntsville. 

A native of Albertville, Ala., Dr. Thomas and his family live in Huntsville. 


