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Key segments for Ares |-X
arrive at KSC today

4 Constellation Update: A full-
scale simulator crew module and launch
abort system, new hardware that will be
used in the launch of the Ares I-X rocket,
will arrive aboard a C-5 cargo aircraft at
Kennedy's
Shuttle
Landing Fa-
cility to-
MOrrow.

The
Ares [-X
(artists'
drawing at right) is targeted to launch in
the summer of 2009. The flight will pro-
vide NASA an early opportunity to test
and prove hardware, facilities and ground
operations associated with the Ares I
launch vehicle. The flight test also will
bring NASA a step closer to its explora-
tion goals of sending humans to the moon
and destinations beyond.

€ ELV Update: The Flight Program
Verification, an integrated test of the
Delta IT and NOAA-N Prime, was suc-
cessfully completed Jan. 22 at Vanden-
berg Air Force Base in California. This
was the last major test before launch,
scheduled for Feb. 4. Checkout of the
spacecraft's communications and teleme-
try systems is under way.

The payload fairing is scheduled to
be installed around the spacecraft today.
Loading of the Delta II second stage with
hypergolic propellants is scheduled to
occur Saturday.

Thermal blanket and avionics sub-
system installation is under way on the
Orbiting Carbon Observatory's Taurus
launch vehicle at Vandenberg. Stage 1
was mated to Stage 2 Monday and Flight
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Simulation No. 2 is planned for Wednes-
day. Flight Simulation No. 3 is currently
planned for Feb. 11. Stage 0, the stage
providing the initial liftoff thrust, will be
hoisted into position at the launch pad
Friday. The spacecraft will be encapsu-
lated into the payload fairing on Feb. 7.
The spacecraft is planned to be integrated
with the Taurus third stage on Feb. 13.
Launch is scheduled Feb. 23.

NASA will hold a media briefing at
11 a.m. Thursday to discuss the upcom-
ing OCO mission, the first NASA space-
craft dedicated to studying carbon
dioxide.

B One-Day Career Development
Seminar For Supervisors And Employ-
ees — "Keys to Success," a one-day
leadership and career development train-
ing seminar, will be presented March 4
and repeated March 5 at the Holiday Inn
Cocoa Beach Oceanfront Resort. Susan
Miller will give the keynote address, enti-
tled "How to Get and Stay in the Positive
Zone...No Matter What!"

The morning and afternoon will fea-
ture break-out sessions with five topics to
choose from, including "Unlocking Our
Leadership Potential" by Cynthia Krosky
and "Managing Multiple Priorities" by
Marion Stevens.

The cost of $109 for this training
will provide supervisors and employees
information that will put both in a win-
win situation in the workplace.

Submit registrations by Feb. 24.
Please visit the following Web site to
complete the registration package:
http://www.ksc.nasa.gov/groups/few or
contact one of the following for addi-
tional information: Vickie Hall, 321-867-
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9100; Johanna Velasquez, 321-867-4846;
or Barb Powell, 321-504-6086.

B Volunteers Needed — Volunteers
are needed to help with in classroom pro-
jects with girls in third to sixth grades for
the Introducing Girls to Engineering
Workshop at Cocoa Beach High School
Saturday. You do not need to be an engi-
neer to volunteer for this fun and reward-
ing day.

For more information and to sign up
on the Web, go to http://www.swe-
sc.org/IGEW/VolunteerReg.htm. For
questions, contact Judy Kersey at 783-
4644 or e-mail judy.kersey@swe.org.

B NASA News Update — NASA is
concluding a series of flight tests to
measure shock waves generated by an
F-15 jet in an effort to validate computer
models that could be used in designing
quieter supersonic aircraft.

The Lift and Nozzle Change Effects
on Tail Shock, or Lancets, project embod-
ies research aimed at enabling the devel-
opment of commercial aircraft that can
fly faster than the speed of sound without
generating annoying sonic booms over
land. Supersonic flight over land gener-
ally is prohibited because of annoyances
caused by their noise.

Countdown is published every Tuesday &
Thursday for NASA KSC employees. Dead-
lines are 9 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays. E-
mail news to anita.l.barrett@nasa.gov. For
questions or information, e-mail or call 867-
2815. You can also find PDF editions of
Countdown on the Web at:
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/new
s/countdown/countdown_toc.html.
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