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STS-119 crew rehearses
at KSC for February launch

4 Shuttle Update:
The STS-119 crew
arrived at KSC Monday
morning for the terminal

countdown demonstration test
and held a media Q&A session at the
SLF. After lunch they received training
on driving the M-113 armored personnel
carrier. Today they will get training on
the emergency egress system from the
pad. On Wednesday, the crew will take
part in the dress rehearsal for launch
aboard space shuttle Discovery.

€ ELV Update: In the Astrotech
payload processing facility at Vanden-
berg Air Force Base in California, fueling
of NASA's Orbiting Carbon Observatory
spacecraft was completed last week. The
spacecraft will be placed into the payload
fairing Feb. 7.

On the Taurus launch vehicle in
Building 1555 on north Vandenberg, a
flight simulation test was scheduled for
Jan. 19. Stage 1 is then planned to be
mated to Stage 2 on Jan. 22.

Stage 0, which provides the initial
liftoff thrust, will be hoisted into position
at the launch pad on Jan. 28. The pay-
load/upper launch vehicle integrated
stack is planned to be hoisted on top of
Stage 0 on Feb. 16.

B Re-Routing Pedestrian Traffic
East of the Headquarters Building —
The re-roofing of the Training Audito-
rium is under way. Through April 1, the
pedestrian walkway between the Training
Auditorium and the Headquarters Build-
ing will be closed to the public. All pe-
destrian traffic between the Headquarters
Building and the O&C Building should
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use the sidewalk adjacent to 1st Street.
For your own protection, please keep to
the designated sidewalk and stay clear of
fenced areas and cones. This is an active
construction site and your safety is No. 1
priority.

B  NASA News — NASA and the Na-
tional Science Foundation have success-
fully launched and

demonstrated a

newly designed su-

per-pressure bal-

loon prototype

(right) that may en-

able a new era of

high-altitude scien-

tific research. The super-pressure balloon
ultimately will carry large scientific ex-
periments to the brink of space for 100
days or more.

This seven-million-cubic-foot, super-
pressure balloon is the largest single-cell,
super-pressure, fully sealed balloon ever
flown. When development ends, NASA
will have a 22 million-cubic-foot balloon
that can carry a one-ton instrument to an
altitude of more than 110,000 feet, which
is three to four times higher than passen-
ger planes fly.

For more information, visit:
http://www.nasa.gov/home/hqnews/200
9/jan/HQ_09-
003_Antarctic_Balloons.html.

B Barry University Registering For
Spring B Semester — Classes start
March 7 at Barry University. Degree
programs being offered include a B.S. in
information technology, B.S. in admini-
stration, Bachelor of Public Administra-
tion, Bachelor of Liberal Studies/
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OCO spacecraft fueled,
ready for fairing enclosure

Psychology and Bachelor of Professional
Studies/Human Resources. In addition,
Barry will begin offering its B.S. in legal
studies starting with the Fall 2009 semes-
ter. Students also may be eligible to earn
up to 30 credits toward an undergraduate
degree from work experience through the
portfolio program. Classes are scheduled
at two convenient locations in Merritt Is-
land and Melbourne during five, eight-
week terms per year as well as online.
For more information, please visit
www.barry.edu/ace , call 321-453-6253
or e-mail Igrant@mail barry.edu.

B International News — Using a
NASA radar flying aboard India's
Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft, scientists are
getting their first look inside the moon's
coldest, darkest craters. The Mini-SAR
instrument, a lightweight, synthetic aper-
ture radar, has passed its initial in-flight
tests and sent back its first data. The im-
ages show the floors of permanently
shadowed polar craters on the moon that
aren't visible from Earth. Scientists are
using the instrument to map and search
the insides of the craters for water ice.
For more information, visit:
http://www.nasa.gov/home/hqnews/200
9/jan/HQ_09-
010_Moon_radar_pictures.html.

Countdown is published every Tuesday &
Thursday for NASA KSC employees. Dead-
lines are 9 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays. E-
mail news to anita.l.barrett@nasa.gov. For
questions or information, e-mail or call 867-
2815. You can also find PDF editions of
Countdown on the Web at:
http:/www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/new
s/countdown/countdown_toc.html.
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