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STS-119 payload at pad, 
waits for Discovery rollout 

NOAA-N Prime launch  
on schedule for Feb. 4  

� Shuttle Update: 
Space shuttle 

Discovery's payload, the 
S6 solar arrays, for the STS-

119 mission was transported to 
Launch Pad 39A on Sunday (below). It 
was transferred to the Payload Changeout 
Room on Monday.  It will wait there until 
Discovery rolls out to the pad on 
Wednesday and the arrays can be in-
stalled in the payload bay. 

 

 

� On the NOAA-N-
Prime spacecraft, testing has been suc-
cessfully completed on the solar array 
harness. Though no fault indications in 
the harness were found, two wires were 
disconnected to remove a possible "sneak
circuit" electrical path.  
 The spacecraft electrical connections 
were returned to flight configuration. A 
solar array illumination test was con-
ducted.  
 Preparations will begin this week to 
prepare the spacecraft for transportation 
to Space Launch Complex 2 and attach-
ment to the Delta II rocket on Jan. 15.  
Launch is scheduled between 5:22 and 
5:32 a.m. EST Feb. 4 from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in California. 

 ELV Update: 

 

�  Mentors Needed for Disability 
Mentoring Day Feb. 3 — The Education 
Office and Disability Awareness and Ac-
tion Working Group (DAAWG) are seek-
ing mentors for students arriving at KSC 
for the Disability Mentoring Day.  Men-
toring is open to all KSC employees.  
Call Mary Lynn Yust, 867-8292,  for the 
Mentor/Colleague Solicitation Form, 
which is designed to help match you with 
a participant who meets your desired re-
quirements.  Please complete the form, 
have your immediate supervisor sign it, 
and return it by Jan. 14.  It can be faxed 
to Yust at 837-1342.     
 If you have questions, please e-mail 
Yust at mary.l.yust@nasa.gov or call 867-
8292. 
 For an application,  please go to: 
http://nasa.ksc.nasa.gov/DAAWG/inde
x.htm. 

�  KEA-33: You Do Need a Weath-
erman To Know Which Way the Wind 
Blows — Weather support to KSC and 
the Eastern Range and the programs they 
host are extensive, intensive and com-
plex. The KSC Weather Office will pre-
sent an overview of the surprisingly 
diverse organizations and infrastructure 
required to provide the watches, warnings 
and program support we often take for 
granted.  KEA-33 will be held 9–10 a.m. 
January 27 in OSB II/Room 5109.   
NASA and contractor personnel are in-
vited to attend.   
 To view future listings or video/PDF 
versions of past KEA events, please visit: 
http://kea.ksc.nasa.gov/.  

� January Cardiovascular Disease 
Screening — The January screening for 

cardiovascular disease, or CVD, is 7 to 9 
a.m. tomorrow in the Occupational 
Health Facility at KSC. No appointment 
is necessary. You must fast for 12 hours 
prior to screening (water only). Please 
take prescription medications as usual 
unless otherwise instructed for fasting by 
your health care provider. The forms can 
be downloaded from the KSC Forms In-
dex Search page at:  http://kscboc-
forms.ksc.nasa.gov/findex.cfm. Please 
print each page separately.   
 Participation in the KSC CVD 
screening should be limited to no more 
than three times per year for optimal 
measurement tracking. If you have any 
questions, please call 867-3414. 

�  Road Closure — NASA Causeway 
from Static Test Road to CCAFS will be 
closed to all traffic today at 3:30 p.m. for 
Delta IV Launch Operations. Please use 
an alternate route (S.R. 3 to S.R. 528) to 
travel to CCAFS until after the launch. 

�  Reminder — The  STS-126 crew 
return presentation  will be held at noon 
Wednesday in the O&C Mission Briefing 
Room. Having completed their successful 
mission, Commander Chris Ferguson and 
crew will share personal stories, photos 
and videos of their exciting and challeng-
ing journey. Please arrive early as seating 
is on a first come-first served basis. 

Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thurs-
day for NASA KSC employees. Deadlines are  
9 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays. E-mail news to 
anita.l.barrett@nasa.gov. For questions or informa-
tion, e-mail or call 867-2815. You can also find PDF 
editions of Countdown on the Web at:    
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/cou
ntdown/countdown_toc.html. 
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