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Nov. 14, 2006

TCDT for STS-116 crew
begins with suit check

€ Mission Update:

; The STS-116 crew ar-
rived Monday afternoon
for the terminal count-

down demonstration test this week.
This dress rehearsal for launch will
include practicing emergency depar-
ture from the pad (slidewire basket
use and M-113 driving), flying the
shuttle training aircraft and checking
the fit on the launch suits. You can
see what the crew is doing this week
by going to the Multimedia Gallery
(http://mediaarchive.ksc.nasa.gov/i
ndex.cfm) for photos and clicking on
"HotPics" or for Web coverage, go to
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages
/shuttle/main/index.html.

€ ISS Update: The International
Space Station crew members spent
last week getting ready for an upcom-
ing spacewalk, performing scientific
research and voting in the elections
back on Earth. Throughout the week,
the crew prepared the Pirs docking
compartment for the Nov. 22 space-
walk by Expedition 14 Commander
Michael Lopez-Alegria and Flight
Engineer Mikhail Tyurin. They gath-
ered tools and equipment they will
use on the nearly six-hour spacewalk.
This week, they will prepare the
Russian Orlan spacesuits they will
wear for the excursion. During the
spacewalk, they will relocate a com-
munications antenna, install new ex-
periment hardware and photograph a
Kurs rendezvous system antenna on
the Progress supply ship that docked
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to the Zvezda module’s aft docking
port last month.

A top priority for Flight Engineer
Thomas Reiter last week was packing
material destined to return to Earth on
the Space Shuttle Discovery in De-
cember. Lopez-Alegria completed a
routine checkout of the mobile servic-
ing system in support of that shuttle
assembly flight.

B Energy Contest Winners —
The SGS Energy and Water Man-
agement Office would like to thank
all the individuals who participated in
the “Guess the Electric Bill” contest
at the October Energy Awareness
Month exhibit held Oct. 13.

The winner of the LED flashlight
is Yvonne Parker of NASA for guess-
ing closest to the October 2006 elec-
tric bill for KSC. The actual October
FPL bill for KSC was $1,776,825.01.
Yvonne's guess was $1,777,777.00 —
a difference of only $951.99.

The winners of the drawing for
packages of Long-Life Energy Saving
Ultra-Mini Spiral Fluorescent Lamps
(60 watts of light output using only
14 watts of power) are Ana Contreras
of NASA, Bill Simmons of InDyne,
Teresa Parham of NASA, Ron Likon
of InDyne, and Oscar Garcia of
ASRC.

The Energy Office hopes that it
was able to generate more awareness
of the many opportunities we have to
conserve energy and preserve our
natural resources at KSC and at home.
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Space station crew prepares
for spacewalk Nov. 22

B NEBA Enrollment Drive
Through Nov. 30 — NASA em-
ployees interested in enrolling or in-
creasing life insurance with NEBA
(NASA Employees Benefit Associa-
tion) can visit
www.metlife.com/mybenefits to ac-
cess the life insurance calculator and
check the coverage amounts and cost
of coverage. MetLife Customer Ser-
vice consultants are available at 800-
438-6388 from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.
weekdays to answer any questions.

NASA/NEBA contacts are Eliza-
beth Godfrey, 867-4356; Jerilyn
Huneycutt, 867-2143; and Anita
Fisher, 867-1788.

B Get Ready For
Flu Season — The Oc-
cupational Health Facil-
ity has a supply of
influenza vaccine for
the 2006-2007 flu season. The vac-
cine will be administered on a first-
come, first-served basis during nor-
mal clinic hours weekdays (no ap-
pointment necessary) at either the
OHF (Industrial Area), from 7 a.m. to
5 p.m., or the Launch Area Clinic
(LC-39 Area, MFF Facility), from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m.

For more information about the
influenza vaccine, please call the
OHF at 867-3346.

B Did You Know? Fifty years
ago this week -- on Nov. 13, 1956 --
the Supreme Court overturned Ala-
bama laws requiring racial segrega-
tion on intrastate buses.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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