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Discovery target launch date 
moves up a week 

ESA astronaut Reiter sets new  
 record stay on space station  
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 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

� Shuttle Up-
date:  The target 
launch date for 
Discovery has b
moved to no earlier
than Dec. 7, a week 

earlier than originally planned.
change allows for workers at both
KSC and Johnson Space Center to 
enjoy additional time with their fami-
lies during the December holidays.  
There is currently a range conflict 
with an Atlas V launch, which is set 
to be on the range on Dec. 7 and 8.
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Martin and the Air Force to deter-
mine whether we will have a launc
opportunity on Dec. 7. As always, the
official launch date is not set until the 
Flight Readiness Review. 
 Technicians continue processing 
Discovery in the Orbiter Processing 
Facility for its launch on mission 
STS-116. The keel yoke assembly
was installed in the payload bay las
week. The assembly holds the pay-
load in the bay during the mission. 
Workers completed the payload pre
mate test in preparation of the Space-
hab module being installed in the 
payload bay. Engineers are review
potential damage to orbiter Discov-
ery's right-hand external tank door 
mechanism, which may have resulte
during the process of reassembling 
the linkage following the change-ou
of the power drive unit. No impact to 
the processing schedule is expected. 
 The external tank scheduled to fly

with Discovery, designated ET-123, 
has arrived by barge at KSC from the
Michoud Assembly Facility in New 
Orleans. The tank was lifted into the 
checkout cell in the Vehicle Assem-
bly Building for final work prior to 
being mated to the solid rocket boos
ers.  

� 
14 crew arrived on the International 
Space Station Sept. 20, replacing Ex-
pedition 13, who returned to Earth 
last week.  Expedition 14 Com-
mander Michael Lopez-Alegria,
Flight Engineer-Russian cosmona
Mikhail Tyurin and German astronau
Thomas Reiter are on their own 
aboard the station after a week of
handover, maintenance and some s
ence activities. Reiter, who represents
the European Space Agency, is the 
first non-Russian, non-U.S. long-
duration station crew member.  He
will remain aboard as part of the Ex
pedition 14 crew until December, 
when he will return to Earth on the 
next space shuttle flight. 

� 2006 Family Day —
18, exhibits and demonstrations will 
be set up around the center in desig-
nated facilities and areas.  The Famil
Day committee invites employees to 
set up exhibits in the O&C Mission 
Briefing Room about their company 
or project, or prepare a demonstration
about their function. Space is limited. 
If interested, please contact Luis Ber-
rios at Luis.H.Berrios@nasa.gov or

Claudette Beggs at Clau-
dette.M.Beggs@nasa.g
� Road Watch — The road in 
front of the Headquarters Building
now open to through traffic only.  
Sidewalks remain closed in front of 
the building, as well as disabled park
ing lots.  Pedestrians from buildings 
east and west of HQ should use the 
rear and side entrances.  Employees 
parking in the small lot across from 
the front lobby doors should follow 
the signs and cones leading to the ea
manual doors of the lobby.  

� NASA Science — A "ha
moon" was so named because, befo
the use of electric lights, its bright-
ness allowed farmers to continue th
harvesting into the night. When the 
harvest moon rises on Oct. 6, go out
side. You may notice a few puzzling 
things. You can read all about them at
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/28sep_strangemoonlight.htm?li
st29875. 

� Did You Know?  This year the 
Federally Employed Women, Space 
Coast Chapter, is collecting pink Yo-
plait yogurt lids through Dec. 31 to 
help raise money for the Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.  
For every pink lid, Yoplait will do-
nate 10 cents to the foundation, up to 
$1.5 million. The company guaran-
tees to donate at least $500,000.  
Please  forward washed lids to:  
Sandra Getter, Community Outreach 
Chair, DX-E3. 
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