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Atlantis gets post-landing  
inspections 

STEREO launch vehicle 
deemed flight worthy  
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Shuttle 
Update:  Now in 
Orbiter Process-
ing Facility bay 1, 
Atlantis' payload 
bay doors were 
opened Wednes-

day and the Ku-band antenna was de-
ployed.  Thermography is under way 
on the nose cap and chin panel, while 
preparations are being made for 
thermography on the wing leading 
edge reinforced-carbon carbon pan-
els.  Approximately 27 percent of 
post-flight inspections on the thermal 
protection system have been com-
pleted. Wing leading edge instrumen-
tation data was downloaded on 
Tuesday. 
 Atlantis is next scheduled to 
launch in February 2007 on mission 
STS-117 to the International Space 
Station.

� ELV Update:  After assessing 
all engineering data on the Delta II 
second stage for STEREO, officials 
determined the flight worthiness of 
the second stage. At Pad 17-B tomor-
row, the Delta II second stage will 
again be erected atop the first stage.  
 STEREO remains at Astrotech in 
Titusville.  During the testing, the 
spacecraft flight batteries were recon-
ditioned. 

� The Astronaut Scholarship 
Foundation. . . selected 18 students 
at institutions across the country to 
receive its prestigious scholarship. 

The students were chosen for their 
motivation, imagination and excep-
tional performance in the science or 
engineering field of their major. In 
Florida, computer engineering senior 
Brian Becker of the University of 
Central Florida was selected. Space 
shuttle astronaut Robert Crippen will 
be presenting Becker with his Astro-
naut Scholarship Foundation scholar-
ship award during a public lecture 
and ceremony at 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 17 
at UCF.   
 The Astronaut Scholarship Foun-
dation is a non-profit organization es-
tablished in 1984 by the six surviving 
members of America’s original Mer-
cury astronauts. Its goal is to aid the 
United States in retaining its world 
leadership in science and technology 
by providing scholarships for excep-
tional college students pursuing de-
grees in these fields. The foundation 
funds eighteen $10,000 scholarships 
annually and has awarded $2.3 mil-
lion to 211 students nationwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.AstronautScholarship.org. 

� Blood Drive — 
The Florida's Blood 
Centers Inc. is holding 
a blood drive from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. today at 

the O&C Building. Wondering if you 
can donate blood?  Please check out 
http://floridasbloodcen-
ters.org/DonatingBlood.html to 
read up on the requirements and the 

� Hispa
— Tickets are still available for the 
Hispanic Luncheon being held at 
11:30 a.m. Friday at the Kurt Debus 
Conference Center.  The guest 
speaker is Miguel Rodriguez, acting 
director of the Rocket Propulsion Tes
Program Office at Stennis Space Cen-
ter. 
 See one of the following people 
for tickets ($16 per person): Joe Tel-
lado, SSPF/3002Q, 867-6064; Roslyn
McKinney, HQ/2327, 867-9171; or 
Pete Rosado, OSB 5101T, 861-3648. 
   Allow extra time for security 

he checks. Be aware that entrance to t
Kurt Debus Conference Center will 
require all participants to comply 
with security checks by the Visitor 
Complex security personnel. All bag
will also be checked. 

� NASA Science —
ager 1 spacecraft has entered a new 
realm of space, and it's beaming back 
some surprises. You can read the full 
story at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headli-
nes/y2006/21sep_voyager.htm?
st29875. 
� Did You Know?  The Federally 
Employed Women Space Coast 
Chapter is collecting pink Yoplait yo-
gurt lids through Dec. 31 to help raise 
money for the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation. Please 
wash your lids and forward them to 
Sandra Getter, Community Outreach 
chair, DX-E3. 
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