
   Sept. 21, 2006               www.nasa.gov                 Vol. 11, No. 69 

 
 

Atlantis cleared to land  
at SLF today 

Space station residents increase  
with new crew, passenger  

 

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

� Shuttle 
Update:  At 
press time, At-
lantis was 
scheduled to 

land today at 6:21 a.m.  Space shuttle 
managers on Tuesday decided to ex-
tend Atlantis' stay in space to allow 
for additional inspections of the 
spacecraft after video from cameras 
aboard the orbiter showed a piece of 
debris in proximity to the vehicle. 
The inspections were to ensure all of 
Atlantis’ critical equipment is in good 
shape. To get ready for landing, on 
Wednesday the crew packed up gear 
and stowed the Ku-band antenna, 
which is used for most shuttle televi-
sion transmissions.  

� ISS Update:  The International 
Space Station's next crew, Expedition 
14 Commander Mike Lopez-Alegria 
and Soyuz Commander and Flight 
Engineer Mikhail Tyurin, arrived at 
the complex Wednesday morning at 
1:24 a.m. EDT. With them is space-
flight participant Anousheh Ansari, a 
U.S. businesswoman who will spend 
eight days on the station under a 
commercial agreement with the Rus-
sian Federal Space Agency.  

� Environmental Impact State-
ment — Kennedy Space Center and 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 
employees are invited to a briefing on 
NASA’s Mars Science Laboratory  
Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment.  The spacecraft is currently 

planned to be launched aboard an At-
las V rocket from Launch Complex 
41 in September 2009.  The power 
sources the rover may use to conduct 
science on the surface of Mars in-
clude a multi-mission radioisotope 
thermoelectric generator or solar en-
ergy.  The briefing will cover the pro-
posed mission and the power source 
options with the associated safety.  
The briefing, including a period for 
questions, will be held from 2 to 3 
p.m. Sept. 26  in the Training Audi-
torium. 

� The KSC/CCAFS 2006 Family 
Day is currently scheduled for Nov. 
18. This is an opportunity for family 
members of permanently badged 
KSC and CCAFS employees (gov-
ernment, military and contractor) to 
get an inside look at the center and 
CCAFS. Look for more information 
coming out soon. 

� Education Opportunities — 
You may be able to advance your ca-
reer with a Master of Science in 
Computer Science degree from Web-
ster University. This new degree pro-
gram may be offered in the KSC area. 
No GRE or GMAT is required. If you 
are interested in starting this program 
in October, please call 449-4506 or e-
mail spacecoast@webster.edu to-
day. Classes will meet one night a 
week in a format designed for work-
ing professionals.  

Also at Webster, classes for the Mas-
ter of Arts in Management and Lead-

ership degree and the M.B.A. 
program start the week of Oct.16 and 
meet one night a week in a format de-
signed for working professionals. No 
GRE is required for admission. Con-
tact Michelle Loufek at 
spacecoast@webster.edu or call 
449-4506 for more information about 
these or other graduate programs 
available. For further information 
about Webster University, visit the 
Web site at 
http://www.webster.edu/spacecoast.  

� Make A Difference Day — Do-
nations are being accepted for the 
Brevard Sharing Center until Oct. 26. 
Nonperishable food and personal 
items may be brought to:   
• Dawn Partlow, E&O Room 2030G 
• Sandra Getter, EDL Room 203 
• Linda Maust, HQ 1114A 
• Kimmarie Barrett, HQ 2142 
• Barbara Powell, HQ 2451C 
• Karen Dubois, HQ 2488A 
• Connie Dobrin, HQ 2643E 
• Arden Belt, HQ 3321 
• Sandy Eliason, LCC Room 4P23B 
• Ana Cortreras, O&C 1066 
• Charmel Anderson, O&C 1073 M2 
• Brian Luther, OSB 5301B.  

If you have any questions, please 
contact Sandra Getter, Community 
Outreach Chair, DX-E3. 

� Did You Know?  Saturday is the 
autumnal equinox and start of fall. 

http://www.nasa.gov/
mailto:spacecoast@webster.edu
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