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Atlantis and crew to land  
at sunrise Wednesday 

Administrator Griffin to give 
 update Wednesday at KSC 

 

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

� Mission Up-
date:  Concluding 
mission STS-115, 
Atlantis is scheduled 

to land at the KSC Shuttle Landing 
Facility on the first orbit attempt 
Wednesday at 5:57 a.m.  Atlantis 
departed the International Space Sta-
tion at 8:50 a.m. Sunday, making a 
full fly-around – the first in four years 
– to photograph the station with its 
new truss segments and solar arrays. 

� NASA Update: Next in a se-
ries of NASA Updates, Administrator 
Mike Griffin will be holding an all-
hands briefing 1 p.m. Wednesday 
(post-landing) in the KSC Training 
Auditorium.  The briefing will be on 
NASA TV.  

� ELV Update — Launch of the 
STEREO spacecraft has been re-
scheduled for no earlier than Oct. 25 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force Sta-
tion.  At Pad 17-B, the Delta II sec-
ond stage was de-stacked on Sept. 6 
for further testing to determine the 
thickness of the tank in identified ar-
eas. The initial test procedures are 
complete and the results are being as-
sessed. These results will be used 
with continuing analytical evaluation 
to determine the flight worthiness of 
the second stage. This should be con-
cluded in about a week. In the mean-
time, workers will reinstall the engine 
on the second stage. 
 STEREO remains at the Astro-
tech Space Operations Facility in Ti-

tusville. The transportation canister 
was removed on Sept. 1 so techni-
cians could recondition the spacecraft 
flight batteries and monitor critical 
functions during the hiatus. The twin 
observatories remain stacked on top 
of the third stage. The transportation 
canister will be reinstalled prior to the 
payload's move to the launch pad for 
mating to the Delta II.  

� KSC Fitness Centers' 2006 In-
tercenter Walk/Run —  The KSC 
Fitness Centers will be sponsoring the 
Intercenter Walk/Run on Oct. 3 at the 
Shuttle Landing Facility.  The 2-mile 
walk/run; 5K run and 10K run are 
FREE for all spaceport employees.  
Stop by either fitness center by Sept. 
29 to pre-register. Late registration 
takes place at the race.  T-shirts may 
be ordered at any NASA Exchange 
through Friday. If you are interested 
in being a volunteer, please call 867-
7829 or send an e-mail to  
orrindl@kscems.ksc.nasa.gov.  

� Reminder — The first in a series 
of seminars on diabetes will be held 
at 11 a.m. Wednesday in the Train-
ing Auditorium, covering diabetes 
management and issues such as glu-
cose testing.   

� Medical Product Program 
At KSC Rehab Works — Do you 
have an injury that prevents you from 
being active, or have you developed 
that immobilizing soreness from do-
ing too much, too soon? RehabWorks 
now offers a line of injury-specific 

medical products available for pur-
chase by KSC/CCAFS employees.  

Not sure what to buy when you 
get to the store or unsure how to use 
the product? Stop by room 1135 of 
the O&C!  Certified athletic trainers 
can recommend what product is best 
for you. You will find knee, ankle, 
and tennis elbow braces; heating pads 
and hot/cold packs; physioballs, grip 
balls and dumbbells; arch supports, 
massage sticks, pedometers, heart rate 
monitors, and much more.  Check out 
the product list and pricing at 
http://rehabworks.ksc.nasa.gov/pro
ducts.php or call 867-7497 for more 
information. 

� This Is Pollution Prevention 
Awareness Week — The theme for 
this year is Green Cleaning for 
"Healthy Homes, Healthy Hospitals."  
Brochures about Green Cleaning are 
available at cafeterias in the HQ, 
SSPF, MFF, O&C, ARF, the KSC 
Visitor Complex and CCAFS.  KSC 
and CCAFS employees can win a 
prize by taking the Green Cleaning 
quiz at 
http://environmental.ksc.nasa.gov/
EMS/p2week/p2week.htm.  Please 
contact your Environmental Office 
for additional information. 

� Did You Know?  This week 210 
years ago, President George Wash-
ington delivered his Farewell Address 
as president, warning against perma-
nent alliances with foreign powers, a 
big public debt, and a large military 
establishment. 
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