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Parsons to step up to  
post as KSC director 

Spacewalk activities prepare 
for next mission  

 

� ISS Update:  Mission Special-
ists Joe Tanner and Heide Stefany-
shyn-Piper focused on bolts, con-
nectors and power tools Tuesday as 
they began the first of three space-
walks to hook up and activate a 17.5- 

ton, 45-foot-long truss with a set of 
solar arrays that will increase the sta-
tion’s power.

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

Tanner and Piper connected 
power cables on the truss and re-
leased the launch restraints on the so-
lar array blanket box and on the beta 
gimbal assembly – the structure be-
tween the truss electronics – as well 
as the solar array wings. The astro-
nauts also configured the solar alpha 
rotary joint, which allows the arrays 
to track the sun, and removed two 
other circuit interrupt devices to pre-
pare for the STS-116 mission.  

� Remaining Interpretive Pro-
grams in September — Some Ca-
naveral National Seashore programs 
require reservations, a minimum age, 
or a cost-recovery fee.  Call 386-428-
3384, ext. 10, during operating hours 
(9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) for program infor-
mation, or go to  
http://www.nps.gov/cana. Due to 
staff limitations, weather conditions 
or other factors, programs are subject 
to cancellation and/or rescheduling.  
• Sept. 16, “International Coastal 

Cleanup” from 8 a.m. to noon.  
Lend a hand and help keep your 
National Park beautiful.  Water and 
trash bags will be provided.  Bring 
gloves and sunscreen.  Meet at the 
Visitor Information Center.  

• Sept. 23,  “Lagoon Discovery” at 
10 a.m. Be a marine biologist for a 
day and see what kind of creatures 
you can catch in the lagoon.  Bring 
water, sunscreen and bug spray.  

Meet at Turtle Mound. (1 hour) 
� NASA Names New KSC 
Director:  On Tuesday, NASA 
Administrator Michael Griffin 
named Bill Parsons the new di-
rector of KSC, effective in Janu-
ary. Parsons succeeds Jim 
Kennedy, who is retiring. Par-
sons currently serves as deputy 
director of KSC, a position he 
has held since February. 
 Previously, as Space Shuttle 
Program manager, Parsons led 
the return-to-flight activities for 
the agency and played a major 
role in the success of the Discov-
ery STS-114 mission.
 "I simply want to say there 
could not have been a better 
choice to lead us through the 
challenging years ahead," said 
Kennedy. 
 "Bill’s background at KSC, 
coupled with his program and 
institutional experiences, make 
him absolutely perfect to lead 
KSC thru the shuttle fly-out, 
completion of ISS Assembly, 
continuation of Launch Services 
for robotic exploration of the 
universe, and the exciting future 
of the Constellation Program." 

• Sept. 24, “Fish Mosquito La-
goon” at 1 p.m.  Learn tips and 
tricks for fishing the waters of 
Mosquito Lagoon. Bring your own 
tackle if you can; some supplies 
will be available. Bring water and 
sunscreen. Meet at the Visitor In-
formation Center. (2 hours)   

Please note: Entrance fees apply to 
all interpretive program participants.  
All programs meet the requirements 
for the Canaveral National Seashore 
Junior Ranger program. 

� NASA Science — With astro-
nauts returning to the moon, reliable 
forecasts of space weather are more 
important than ever. A new proposed 
mission called "Solar Sentinels" 
would surround the sun with space-
craft to keep an eye on solar activity.   
Read the full story at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/01sep_sentinels.htm?list29875. 

� You're Invited — Please give 
the crew of STS-121 a warm “wel-
come back to KSC.”  The crew mem-
bers will share their experiences from 
10 to 11 a.m. Friday in the Training 
Auditorium.  Everyone is invited, 
with supervisory approval. 

� Did You Know? On Sept. 14, 
1984, Joseph Kittinger made the first 
solo transatlantic crossing by balloon 
when he flew his helium-filled "Rosie 
O'Grady's"  3,536 miles from Caribou, 
Maine, to the Italian Riviera near 
Savona.  

http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/cana
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2006/01sep_sentinels.htm?list29875
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