Sept. 12, 2006

Atlantis safely docked to space
station, crew readies for EVA

€ Mission Update: On Monday,
planned activities for the crew in-
cluded shuttle survey activities. Op-
erating the robotics visualization
software program, Pilot Chris Fergu-
son worked with Mission Specialists
Dan Burbank and Steven MacLean to
survey Atlantis' thermal protection
system. They grappled and unberthed
the 50-foot-long orbiter boom sensor
system, a crane extension for the
shuttle's robotic arm. The extension
uses two lasers and a high-resolution
television camera to examine the
shuttle’s wing leading edges and nose
cap for any signs of damage that may
have occurred during launch.

STS-115 Mission Specialists Joe
Tanner and Heide Stefanyshyn-Piper
“camped out” in the International
Space Station’s Quest Airlock Mon-
day night in preparation for their first
spacewalk, which takes place after
the P3/P4 integrated truss is attached
to the station.

The 45-foot-long truss structure,
which contains a set of solar arrays, is
slated to be attached to the P1 truss at
4 a.m. EDT today. The spacewalkers
were to begin their excursion at 5:15
a.m. today to prepare the truss for so-
lar array deployment.

The STS-115 crew was slated to
wake up at 12:15 a.m. Tuesday.

€ Hispanic Heritage Month at
KSC: KSC will observe Hispanic
Heritage Month from Sept. 15
through Oct.15. The theme is "His-
panic Americans: Our rich culture
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contributing to America's future."
During this time, we reflect on the
extensive contributions Hispanics
have made to KSC, NASA and the
nation. The Hispanic Employment
Program Working Group will host its
21st-annual Hispanic Luncheon at the
Kurt Debus Conference Center from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sept. 29. The
guest speaker is Miguel Rodriguez,
acting director of the Rocket Propul-
sion Test Program Office at Stennis
Space Center.

B Pollution Pre-
vention Awareness
Week is Sept. 18 to
24, The theme for
this year is Green
Cleaning for
"Healthy Homes, Healthy Hospitals."
Brochures about Green Cleaning will
be displayed in the HQ, SSPF, MFF,
O&C, ARF and CCAFS cafeterias, as
well as the KSC Visitor Complex.
KSC and CCAFS employees can win
a prize by taking the Green Cleaning
quiz at
http://environmental.ksc.nasa.gov/
EMS/p2week/p2week.htm. Please
contact your Environmental Office
for additional information.

B Diabetes Education Series —
The Health Education and Wellness
Program is presenting a new series of
seminars for spaceport employees
dealing with diabetes either person-
ally or through a family member. The
first diabetes education seminar,
"Diabetes in the Workplace," will be
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recognition, luncheon Sept. 29

held at 11 a.m. Sept. 20 in the Train-
ing Auditorium (between the HQ and
O&C Buildings). It will cover an in-
troduction to diabetes management,
highlighting issues such as glucose
testing and other management meth-
ods in the workplace. Supervisors are
also encouraged to attend. The guest
presenter for this seminar will be a
diabetes educator from the Parrish
Hospital Diabetes Education Pro-
gram.

To be placed on the Diabetes In-
terest Group e-mail listserv, please e-
mail Kris Calderon at Kristine.
Calderon(@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov.
Listserv members will be sent infor-
mation from the diabetes education
series seminars along with other in-
formation and announcements per-
taining to diabetes.

B Did You Know? NASA is pro-
viding round-the-clock television and
Internet coverage of Space Shuttle
Atlantis' mission, STS-115, to the In-
ternational Space Station. NASA
Television features live mission
events, daily status news confer-
ences and 24-hour commentary.
NASA TV is webcast at
http://lwww.nasa.gov/ntv.

NASA Web coverage of STS-115
includes the latest mission informa-
tion, interactive features and news
conference images, graphics and
videos. The latest NASA TV schedule
of mission coverage also is available
on the main space shuttle Web site
http://www.nasa.gov/shuttle.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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