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Atlantis rolls back to VAB 
for safety during hurricane 

Center prepares for 
hurricane conditions  

 

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

� Shuttle Update:  With fore-
casters predicting first a northern then 
eastern track for Hurricane Ernesto 
earlier in the week, moving it along 
the Central Florida coastline, the 
launch of Space Shuttle Atlantis was 
postponed in order to roll back the 
shuttle to the Vehicle Assembly 
Building for safety.  NASA's lighted 
launch window extends to Sept. 13, 
but mission managers are hoping to 
launch on mission STS-115 by Sept. 
7 to avoid a conflict with a Russian 
Soyuz rocket also bound for the In-
ternational Space Station. 
 Preparations for rollback included 
getting the crawlers ready (below).  
One would be needed to move the 
shuttle into high bay 2. 

� Getting Ready For A Hur-
ricane:  As of 1 p.m. Monday morn-
ing, KSC, CCAFS and Patrick AFB 
have been in HURCON III. This 
means we can expect 58 mph winds 
at the Space Coast within 48 hours. 
HURCON III Preparations Measures 

can be found in JDP-3006, which is 
online in the KSC Business World, 
Business Systems Documentation, JP 
Directorate.  Please complete HUR-
CON III actions that will not shut 
down systems or interfere with proc-
esses. The Emergency Operations 
Center will provide updates as condi-
tions change.  For duty status at KSC, 
call 861-7900 or 866-572-4877. 

� New Speaker For Diversity 
Event — Dr. Julian M. Earls, retired 
NASA center director at Glenn Re-
search Center, will be the guest 
speaker at the 2006 KSC Diversity 
Event.  He replaces Tish Sheets, for-
merly of NASCAR, who is unable to 
attend. The event will take place from 
6:30 p.m. to midnight on Sept. 9 at 
the Radisson Pavilion in Cape Ca-
naveral.  Tickets are $25 per person 
and can be purchased from Lisa Ar-
nold, 867-7246; Linnette Daniels, 
853-9261; Maxine Daniels, 867-
5976; Wanda Petty, 867-5188; Agnes 
Vargas, 867-3004; Mindy Vuong, 
867-4096; or Latasha Walker, 861-
7439. 

� NASA To Announce Orion 
Builder — NASA Exploration Sys-
tems managers will host a press con-
ference at 4 p.m. Thursday to 
announce the prime contractor to de-
sign, develop and build Orion, Amer-
ica's next human spacecraft. 
Associate Administrator for the Ex-
ploration Systems Mission Director-
ate Scott Horowitz, Exploration 

Deputy Associate Administrator 
Doug Cooke, Constellation Program 
Manager Jeff Hanley, and CEV Pro-
ject Manager Caris A. (Skip) Hatfield 
will announce the selection and dis-
cuss the program. 
 Orion is the vehicle NASA is de-
veloping to carry a new generation of 
explorers back to the moon and later 
to Mars. Orion will succeed the space 
shuttle as NASA's primary vehicle for 
human space exploration. Orion's first 
flight with astronauts aboard is 
planned for no later than 2014 to the 
International Space Station. Its first 
flight to the moon is planned for no 
later than 2020. 

� NASA Science — In 1967, 
NASA's Mariner 4 spacecraft was hit 
by a surprising flurry of meteoroids –
a shower more intense than any 
Leonid meteor storm. Where did the 
meteoroids come from? It's been a 
mystery for 40 years. Now, astrono-
mers may have found a solution: 
Mariner 4 had a close encounter with 
a "dark comet."  You can read the full 
story at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/23aug_mariner4.htm?list29875. 
� Did You Know?  Monday is Labor 
Day. The first Labor Day holiday was 
celebrated in New York City on a Tuesday 
– Sept. 5, 1882 – and the same date in 
1983 . In 1884, the first Monday in Sep-
tember was selected as the permanent 
date for the holiday. 

http://www.nasa.gov/
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2006/23aug_mariner4.htm?list29875
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2006/23aug_mariner4.htm?list29875
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