Aug. 24, 2006

Crew arrives today for Aug. 27
launch on mission STS-115

€ Mission
Update: At
o Launch Pad 39B,
closeout of
Space Shuttle
S Atlantis' aft
compartments
continues, and pressurization of the
orbiter’s maneuvering system, reac-
tion control system and main propul-
sion system is under way. Stowage of
flight crew equipment in the crew
module is ongoing. Payload bay
preparations resumed Wednesday.
Final closeouts on the solid rocket
boosters and the external fuel tank
were completed Tuesday.

A Countdown Status Briefing is
being held at 10 a.m. today, featuring
NASA Test Director Steve Payne,
STS-115 Payload Manager Robbie
Ashley and Shuttle Weather Officer
Kathy Winters. The briefing is being
televised on NASA TV.

The crew will arrive at KSC
about 11:15 a.m. today. Launch of
Atlantis is planned for 4:30 p.m.
Sunday.

€ 1SS Update: In preparation
for Atlantis, the International Space
Station crew members have trained
on the robotic Canadarm?2 and packed
items for return to Earth on the shut-
tle. They also have reviewed Atlantis'
mission timeline and trained to pho-
tograph the shuttle's heat shield as the
orbiter does a back flip while ap-
proaching the station. Flight Engi-
neer and NASA Science Officer Jeff
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Williams worked with flight control-
lers and the Dynamic Onboard Ubig-
uitous Graphics (DOUG) program on
robotic arm activities. DOUG simu-
lates the arm's operation for training.

Williams moved the arm from a
base on the U.S. Destiny Lab to a
power and data grapple fixture on the
mobile transporter, enabling the arm
to work at different sites along the
main truss' railway. Subsequently, in
an inchworm-like maneuver, the arm
was moved to a different grapple fix-
ture on the transporter and used to in-
spect the outboard end of the P1
truss, where the new segment will be
attached. The crew also reviewed in-
stallation procedures for the new
segment and Williams performed
spacesuit maintenance.

B Water, Air Restrictions — With
the STS-115 launch scheduled for
Sunday, more people may take to the
waterways and air to watch. NASA
managers are urging all aircraft pilots
and boaters to fully comply with the
airspace, bridges and waterway re-
strictions imposed around KSC prior
to and during shuttle launches and
landings. For details, go to
www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/ne
ws/releases/index.html .

H NASA PM Challenge 2007 Call
For Speakers — The call for speak-
ers is now open for NASA's fourth
annual project management confer-
ence, PM Challenge 2007, being held
Feb. 6 and 7, 2007, in Galveston,
Texas. Speaker proposals are due no
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Space station crew practices
robotic arm maneuvers

later than Sept. 15. Visit the Web site
http://pmchallenge.gsfc.nasa.gov/
for more details.

B Security Reminder About
Fishing at KSC — People fishing on
the beach can only be in possession
of two fishing poles per fisher and
you may not clean your catch on the
beach. You are also asked to stay off
the sand dunes and to take precau-
tions to protect the environment and
the ecosystem. Failure to abide by
the rules may result in additional re-
strictions or beach closures. Thank
you for your cooperation.

B  Free Admission to Visitor
Complex — Only 10 days remain for
KSC and CCAFS badged employees
to receive one complimentary maxi-
mum-access admission to the KSC
Visitor Complex. The offer is good
through Sept. 4 (but not valid on
space shuttle launch days). Employ-
ees may also purchase up to six addi-
tional admissions at 50 percent off.
Present your badge between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. at ticket windows
No. 1 through 4 at the Visitor Com-
plex to receive complimentary admis-
sion. For more information, call 321-
449-4444 or go to the Web site
www.KennedySpaceCenter.com.

B Did You Know? This week's
health tip: According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, wild blueber-
ries rank number one in amount of
antioxidants in fruit and the cultivated
blueberries are the second highest.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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