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Mission briefing for employees  
at 3:30 p.m. today 

STEREO launch postponed 
for further tank analysis  

 

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

� Shuttle 
Update:  The 
two Ku-band an-
tenna actuator 
bolts in the for-
ward section of 
Atlantis' payload 

bay were successfully replaced last 
weekend. KSC employees can learn 
more about the STS-115 mission on 
Space Shuttle Atlantis in a briefing at 
the KSC Training Auditorium from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. today.  The briefer 
will be Suzy Cunningham. 
 Processing of Discovery for its 
next mission, STS-116, continues in 
Orbiter Processing Facility bay 3. 
Window No. 7 was installed last 
week. The orbiter docking mecha-
nism has been stowed for flight. En-
gineers determined that auxiliary 
power unit No. 3, which experienced 
a thermostat malfunction during STS-
121, has an electrical short, and the 
unit is being replaced. X-rays of the 
main propulsion system check valves 
are complete, and preparations for the 
replacement of orbital maneuvering 
system thruster L5L are under way.  
 Powered-up system testing con-
tinues on Endeavour in Orbiter Proc-
essing Facility bay 2. Leak checks of 
Freon coolant loop No. 2 are nearing 
completion. Workers continue to in-
stall wire harnesses on the remote 
manipulator system (shuttle arm) 
pedestals. Rigging of the pedestals is 
complete, and installation of the arm 
is scheduled for early September. The 

orbiter's point sensor box was in-
stalled. On the flight deck, functional 
testing of the pilot and commander 
seats was successfully completed. 

� STEREO Mission: The 
launch has been postponed to no ear-
lier than Sept. 18 in order to evaluate 
the Delta II second stage to verify it 
is structurally sound for flight.  Engi-
neering analysis on the THEMIS 
launch vehicle revealed an area of the 
oxidizer tank was marginally thin. 
STEREO was thus not moved to the 
launch pad for hoisting atop the Delta 
II as planned.  

� ISS Briefings — NASA will 
hold two media briefings today on 
the upcoming missions to the Interna-
tional Space Station. The briefings 
will occur at 2 and 3 p.m. and will be 
broadcast live on NASA TV.  
     The briefings will focus on the sta-
tion's ongoing Expedition 13 mission 
and the upcoming Expedition 14 mis-
sion, which will begin next month. 
Participants for the Expedition 14 
Preflight Briefing at 2 p.m. are Kirk 
Shireman, deputy International Space 
Station program manager; Melissa 
Owens, Expedition 14 increment 
manager; and Ginger Kerrick, Expe-
dition 14 lead flight director.   
     Participants for the Expedition 13 
Recap Briefing at 3 p.m. are Merri 
Sanchez, Expedition 13 increment 
manager; Cathy Koerner, Expedition 
13 lead flight director; Julie Robin-
son, deputy International Space Sta-

tion program scientist; and Dr. Stevan 
Gilmore, Expedition 13 flight  
surgeon.  

� Have Lunch With KSC  
Director And Deputy Director  
— Bring your lunch and get to know 
Center Director Jim Kennedy and 
Deputy Director Bill Parsons through 
an open, casual conversation set in an 
informal environment. The next 
"KSC, Can We Talk" forum is sched-
uled from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sept. 
12.  Limited to 12 NASA employees, 
participants must be non-supervisory, 
non-SES GS-14 or below. To apply 
for this opportunity, e-mail your 
name, mail code and telephone  
number to 
CanWeTalk@kscems.ksc.nasa.gov by 
Sept. 5. Previously selected employ-
ees who could not attend need to 
reapply.   Also, attendee participa-
tion has been limited to once a year. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Julie Warren at 
Julie.A.Warren@nasa.gov or 867-
6824.  

� Did You Know?  You can advance 
your career in as little as 15 months at Web-
ster University with five accelerated nine-
week terms per year. Register for the Master 
of Arts in Management and Leadership or the 
MBA program. Classes start the week of Oct. 
16 and meet one night a week in a format de-
signed for working professionals. No GRE is 
required for admission. For more information, 
please contact Michelle Loufek via e-mail at 
spacecoast@webster.edu or call 449-4506. 
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