
   Aug. 8, 2006                www.nasa.gov                    Vol. 11, No. 58 

 
 

STS-115 crew arrival moves us 
one step closer to launch 

STEREO launch preparations 
on pad 17-B under way again  

 
� Mission Update:  The crew of  
STS-115 arrived at KSC today for the 
start of Terminal Countdown Demon-
stration Test activities.  They will 
practice emergency egress from the 
pad and drive an M-113 armored per-
sonnel carrier.  The TCDT will cul-
minate in a launch dress rehearsal.  

� ELV Update:  At Launch 

Launch is now scheduled for Aug. 27. 

he 

 

-

n 

A Comet — 
o-

l 

llenge 2007 Call 

 

/. 

 

ll 

-

 

on 
e 

 

 

C  

Complex 17, the second stage of t
Boeing Delta II was de-stacked last 
week, taken to the nearby High-
Pressure Test Facility and tested for 
leaks. No leak was observed. The 
second stage was returned to the 
launch pad on Saturday and mated
again with the Delta first stage. 
 In the Hazardous Processing Fa
cility clean room, the two STEREO 
observatories are scheduled to be 
stacked on Wednesday in preparatio
for spin test activities. These are 
planned to begin on Friday. The inte-
grated STEREO payload will then be 
mated to the upper stage booster on 
Aug. 16 and transported to Pad 17-B 
on Aug. 19 for integration with the 
Delta II.  Launch of STEREO is tar-
geted for Aug. 31. 

� Encounter With 
Richard Grammier, Deep Impact pr
ject manager, will present "Deep Im-
pact – Excavating Comet Tempel 1" 
at noon Wednesday in the O&C 
Conference Room (2138). Learn 
about the science objectives, actua
encounter with the comet and scien-
tific results to date. 

� NASA PM Cha
For Speakers — The call for speak-
ers is now open for NASA's fourth 
annual project management confer-
ence, PM Challenge 2007.  Speaker
proposals are due no later than 
Sept. 15.  For more details, visit:  
http://pmchallenge.gsfc.nasa.gov
The conference is being held Feb. 6 
and 7, 2007, in Galveston, Texas. 

� STS-115 Mission Briefing —
NASA will preview the next space 
shuttle mission in a series of media 
briefings on Friday.  The mission wi
resume construction of the Interna-
tional Space Station and will begin a 
series of flights as complex and chal-
lenging as any in history to complete 
the assembly.  The STS-115 mission, 
set for 11 to 12 days, will install a 
new 17-ton segment of the space sta-
tion's truss backbone that will add a 
new set of giant solar panels and as-
sociated batteries to the complex.  
 The briefings from NASA's John
son Space Center in Houston will be 
carried live on NASA TV beginning 
at 9 a.m. EDT.  Atlantis' crew is Com-
mander Brent Jett, Pilot Chris Fergu-
son and Mission Specialists Daniel 

Burbank, Heide Stefanyshyn-Piper, 
Joe Tanner and Steve MacLean, a 
Canadian Space Agency astronaut.  

� Reminder: If You Bag It, Then
Tag It!  — Unidentified briefcases, 
gym bags, equipment bags, back-
packs or similar items arouse con-
cerns for explosive devices. To 
alleviate these concerns, all such 
items should have an identificati
tag. Free identification tags may b
obtained at the following locations: 

*  KSC Headquarters Building, 
VRC Badging Office, Room 1470 
*  VAB F Gate Badging Station  
*  PIDS 1 located on Phillips Park-
way near the CCAFS South Gate 
*  PIDS 3 located on NASA 
Causeway near US 1 Entrance  
*  SSPF, Room 1473  
*  USA Security Office at the PC

� Did You Know?  KSC is the work-
place of a vastly diverse population: diverse 
ideas, traditions and backgrounds.  The KSC 
Diversity Event Decorating Committee is 
seeking original drawings by children ages 5 
through 18 (kindergarten to high school) de-
picting what diversity means through their 
eyes.  The pictures will be prominently dis-
played at the KSC third Annual Diversity 
Event on Sept. 9.  Pictures will be accepted 
through Friday.  
 Submissions should be on 8-1/2” x 11” 
paper and sent to Erin Parrish, Mail Code: TA-
C2, or Karen Dubois, Mail Code: OP-MS.  All 
pictures will be protected and returned.  
Please provide the name of the child and 
his/her age, plus the KSC employee and mail 
code in order to return the pictures.   

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 
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