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Aug. 3, 2006

Atlantis on pad, STS-115 crew
to arrive for dress rehearsal

€ Shuttle Update: After two
delays due to weather issues, Space
Shuttle Atlantis rolled out to Launch
Pad 39B (below) on Wednesday, ar-
riving at 9 a.m.

While at the pad, the shuttle will
undergo final testing, payload instal-
lation and a "hot fire" test of auxiliary
power units to ensure proper func-
tion. When testing is completed, the
rotating service structure will be
moved around the vehicle to protect it
from the elements.

The astronauts and ground crews
for Atlantis' mission STS-115 will
participate in a full launch dress re-
hearsal, known as a Terminal Count-
down Demonstration Test, Aug. 7
through 10 at KSC. The crew will
arrive at 5 p.m. on Aug. 7.

€ 1SS Update: Astronauts Jeff
Williams and Thomas Reiter will
leave the station's Quest airlock hatch
at 9:55 a.m. EDT today for a space-
walk that is scheduled for six hours
and 20 minutes. Station Commander
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Pavel Vinogradov will serve as the
spacewalk choreographer from inside
the complex. NASA TV coverage of
the spacewalk will begin at 9 a.m.

Experienced spacewalkers, Wil-
liams and Reiter will install a device
to measure the electrical field around
the station's exterior, replace a rotary
joint motor controller and a computer
for the radiator on the station's truss,
deploy two experiments that expose
samples of various materials to space
for extended periods, and install vari-
ous other hardware on the station. To
get ready, the crew prepared space-
suits and tools, conducted a dry run
of egress and ingress procedures, and
moved the station's Canadarm?2 ro-
botic arm into position. The arm's
cameras will provide television views
of the spacewalk.

Last week, the crew began opera-
tions of the new Minus Eighty-degree
Laboratory Freezer for the station.
The equipment can reach tempera-
tures as low as minus 112 degrees
Fahrenheit. Provided by the European
Space Agency, the freezer was deliv-
ered on mission STS-121 in July and
is installed in the Destiny laboratory.
It has 300 liters of freezing and stor-
age capacity in four compartments for
experiment samples to preserve them
for return to Earth.

B NASA News Update — NASA
engineers around the country recently
completed tests associated with
rocket engines, heat protection sys-
tems and spacesuits destined for use
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Space station astronauts
take spacewalk today

in the Constellation Program of moon
and Mars missions.

Engineers at NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center in Huntsville
completed an early step in developing
the upper-stage rocket engine that
will be used in both the Ares I crew
launch vehicle and the Ares V cargo
launch vehicle.

At Johnson Space Center, recent
tests focused on materials that could
be used to protect the Crew Explora-
tion Vehicle when it makes its fiery
descent through the atmosphere on
the way home to Earth.

You can read more about it at
http://www.nasa.gov/audience/form
edia/features/index.html.

B KSC Fitness Cen-
ters' 2006 Intercenter
' Walk/Run — The
\ p' !.‘ KSC Fitness Centers
will be sponsoring the
annual Intercenter Walk/Run on Oct. 3
at the Shuttle Landing Facility. The 2-
mile walk/run, 5K run and 10K run
are FREE for all spaceport employees.
Stop by either fitness center by Sept.
29 to pre-register. Late registration
takes place at the race. T-shirts may be
ordered at any NASA Exchange store
beginning Aug. 14. The order deadline
for T-shirts is Sept. 22. If you are in-
terested in being a volunteer, please
call 867-7829 or send an e-mail to or-
rindl@kscems.ksc.nasa.gov.

B Did You Know? Children re-
turn to school next week. Be careful
driving.
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KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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