Aug. 1, 2006

Atlantis rollout postponed to
Monday p.m., weather permitting

€ Shuttle
Update: The
rollout of Space
Shuttle Atlantis
was postponed
Monday morning
due to weather con-
cerns in the area. The rollout was
rescheduled for Monday night, with
first motion at 10 p.m.

Discovery — Processing for its
next mission, STS-116, continues in
Orbiter Processing Facility bay 3.
The payload bay doors have been
opened, and engineers are perform-
ing thermography inspections of the
nose cap and reinforced carbon-
carbon panels on the wing leading
edges. The orbiter's main engines
were removed on Wednesday and the
orbiter boom sensor system was
scheduled to be removed Friday.
Workers are also performing a
checkout of the forward reaction
control system.

Mission STS-116 will deliver the
PS5 truss segment to the International
Space Station on a launch scheduled
no earlier than Dec. 14.

Endeavour — Powered-up sys-
tem testing continues in Orbiter
Processing Facility bay 2 following
an extensive modification period.
Functional testing of the atmosphere
revitalization pressure control system
continues this week. This system
maintains crew module pressure dur-
ing flight. Workers completed the
elevon and body flap rigging verifi-
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cation and calibration. Rigging and
alignment of the remote manipulator
system manipulator positioning
mechanisms are under way. The star
tracker doors were installed this
week. The star tracker is part of the
on-orbit guidance system.

€ ELV Update: The launch of
STEREO aboard a Boeing Delta 11
rocket has been postponed to no ear-
lier than Aug. 31. At the Boeing
plant in Decatur, Ala., a leak has
been observed in the second-stage
oxidizer tank for the Delta II that had
been scheduled to launch NASA's
THEMIS spacecraft in November.
Therefore, all identical tanks sched-
uled for launch in the near future
must be checked.

Boeing engineers and technicians
found that the second stage for the
Delta II that will launch STEREO
cannot be effectively tested while
atop the first stage at Pad 17-B. It
will be de-stacked and taken to the
High Pressure Test Facility located
near Launch Complex 17 for further
leak checks. De-stacking will begin
on Tuesday, Aug. 2. The stage will
be returned to the pad in about a
week if no problems are found.

Due to the change in the launch
date, a decision has been made not to
stack the two STEREO observatories
earlier than Aug. 9.

B NASA Science — At the dawn
on the Space Age, the first spaceship
to reach the Moon crashed. Forty-
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Leak in Delta tank at Alabama
plant delays STEREO stacking

seven years later, NASA plans to do
it again. A ship named LCROSS is
going to hit the Moon, not once but
twice, in a daring search for lunar
water. You can read the full story at
http://science.nasa.gov/headline
s/y2006/28jul_crashlanding.htm
?1ist29875.

B Construction
Reminder — Con-
struction has begun to
install the Security
Guard Over Watch
Shelters at the three
main gates on KSC
(Gate 2 on South Kennedy Parkway,
Gate 3 on West NASA Parkway, and
Gate 4 on North Kennedy Parkway).
This construction occurs between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and will last
through the middle of August.
Please drive slowly through the con-
struction zone and be cautious of
workers present. If you have any
questions, please contact Sonia John-
son at 321-867-8353, or via e-mail to
Sonia.S.Johnson@nas.

B Road Watch — The Indian
River Bridge on S.R. 405 (the NASA
Causeway) will be reduced to one
lane of traffic today and Wednesday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

B  Did You Know? NASA will pre-
view the next space shuttle mission in a
series of media briefings on Aug. 11. The
briefings will air 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., Noon
and 2 p.m.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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